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PrepAlpine — Where Research-Grade Content Meets Mentorship, and Al
Makes It Personal

PrepAlpine is India’s next-generation UPSC institution — built by educationists, retired bureaucrats,
[ITians, and experienced educators, and powered by a 5S00+-member technology firm specialising in
Al-driven education infrastructure.

We’re not another coaching platform — we’re a complete preparation ecosystem that unites:

¢ Research-Grade Content:

Every content is crafted and reviewed by civil servants, educators, and scholars, and follows UPSC’s
Intro-Body—-Conclusion format. Content is built from official reports, verified data, and visual
pedagogy — flowcharts, frameworks, maps, and comparative tables.

¢ Two-Tier Mentorship:
Interview-qualified mentors and Subject-Matter Experts provide structured strategy, accountability,
doubt-solving, and exam-aligned depth — bridging the gap between preparation and performance.

¢ Al Precision Engine:

Developed with our 500+-member Al & EdTech partner firm, the PrepAlpine Al system integrates
Retrieval-Augmented Generation (RAG), adaptive MCQ engines, Al-based answer evaluation, and
intelligent revision tracking. It continuously identifies each learner’s strengths, weaknesses, and
learning patterns — ensuring preparation evolves dynamically with every step.

This fusion of research-grade content + expert mentorship + enterprise-grade Al technology has
created a credible, scalable, and aspirant-first platform.

Every PrepAlpine module is built not just to inform, but to transform — converting effort into
precision and hard work into predictable progress.

We’re reimagining UPSC preparation as a research-led, mentor-guided, Al-personalised journey that
adapts to every aspirant.

PrepAlpine — From Aspirant to Authority. Lead the State, Not the Struggle.
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DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS DATED 07.11.2025

GS Paper III: Economics

1. Universal Basic Income (UBI) and the Future of India’s Welfare
Architecture

a. Introduction

India’s welfare system today covers hundreds of schemes — from food security to housing and
pensions. Yet, it is also fragmented, overlapping, and inefficient. Many deserving citizens are left out,
while leakages and administrative costs remain high.

Against this background, the idea of a Universal Basic Income (UBI) has gained attention as a bold
alternative. It seeks to simplify welfare delivery and ensure that every citizen has a guaranteed
minimum income.

In simple terms, UBI means a fixed amount of money paid regularly and unconditionally to all
individuals, ensuring dignity and financial security for everyone.

b. Why UBI Is Gaining Relevance
Several social and economic trends make the idea of UBI timely and relevant for India:

i. Rising Inequality: Economic gains are concentrated among the top 1%, who own nearly 40%
of total wealth, while millions struggle with insecurity.

ii. Job Disruption: Automation, Al, and robotics threaten routine and low-skill jobs, creating
uncertainty in the labour market.

iii. Informal Employment: Most Indian workers are employed in informal or gig-based jobs
without job security or benefits.

iv. Weak Safety Nets: Welfare schemes often fail to reach the poorest due to corruption, red tape,
or exclusion errors.

v. Digital Readiness: The success of the Jan Dhan-Aadhaar-Mobile (JAM) trinity has made direct
transfers fast, transparent, and cost-effective.

These factors together point to the need for simpler, more direct, and inclusive welfare delivery.

. . >
c. What Is Universal Basic Income? Four Pillars of UBI

A Universal Basic Income has four essential features:

Universal Unconditional
i.  Universal: Paid to all citizens, without distinction of income to all no work/
or social group citizens eligibility tests
ii. Unconditional: No conditions on work, behaviour, or Periodic Individual
eligibility. regular paid per
transfer person

iii. Periodic: Transferred regularly (monthly or quarterly) to

ensure steady support. Economic Survey 2016-17 - QUBI

(exclude top —25%)

iv. Individual: Given to each person, not just households,
ensuring personal freedom and equality.

The Economic Survey 2016-17 proposed a Quasi-Universal Basic Income (QUBI) — suggesting that the
richest 25% could be excluded to make the idea financially feasible.
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d. Potential Benefits of UBI

i.

ii.

iii.

iv.

vi.

Eliminates Extreme Poverty: Ensures that no one falls below a basic minimum living
standard.

Simplifies Welfare Delivery: Reduces duplication by merging multiple subsidies into one
transparent cash transfer.

Promotes Individual Dignity: Gives citizens, especially women, direct control over income and
choices.

Stabilises the Economy: Maintains household spending even during economic crises,
supporting demand and growth.

Acknowledges Unpaid Work: Recognises domestic and caregiving work, which is often
undervalued in the economy.

Reduces Political Freebies: Universal coverage can curb populist “vote-bank” welfare and
make benefits rights-based instead of charity-based.

e. Lessons from Global and Indian Experiments

Experience from both India and abroad shows that cash transfers improve wellbeing without reducing
productivity:

Madhya Pradesh Pilot (2011-13): Conducted by SEWA and UNICEF, it led to higher school
attendance, better nutrition, and more small enterprises.

Finland (2017-18): Recipients reported less stress, greater happiness, and slightly better job
outcomes.

Kenya: Long-term basic income programs improved community welfare and local economic
activity.

Iran: After fuel subsidy reforms, nationwide cash transfers did not reduce people’s willingness
to work.

These examples suggest that income support strengthens human capability rather than promoting
dependency.

f. Key Challenges and Concerns

i

ii.

iii.

iv.

Fiscal Burden: Implementing UBI at even a modest level may cost 4-5% of GDP, requiring
careful budget restructuring.

Universality vs Targeting: Giving benefits to everyone — rich and poor alike — may weaken
redistributive justice unless the rich opt out voluntarily.

Inflationary Pressure: If demand rises sharply without supply growth, prices of essentials may
increase.

Financial Exclusion: People without bank accounts or digital access may still be left out.

Essential Public Services: UBI cannot replace spending on health, education, and
infrastructure — these remain public priorities.

Hence, UBI should complement, not replace, vital social sector programs.

g. The Way Forward

A careful, step-by-step approach is best suited for India’s conditions:
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i.  Start with Targeted Pilots: Begin with vulnerable groups such as women, elderly citizens, or
informal workers.

ii. Rationalise Subsidies: Phase out inefficient or regressive subsidies (like on fuel) and redirect
funds to UBI.

iii. Use the JAM Infrastructure: Ensure direct, transparent transfers with Aadhaar-linked bank
accounts.

iv. Retain Core Schemes: Continue crucial programs like PDS, MGNREGA, and health insurance
until robust systems exist.

v. Test and Refine: Conduct state-level trials to assess fiscal sustainability and social impact.

vi. Innovative Financing: Use revenue sources like carbon taxes, “sin” goods, or natural resource
dividends — similar to Alaska’s oil-based UBI model.

Conclusion

A Universal Basic Income is not a silver bullet but a progressive next step in India’s welfare evolution.
It shifts focus from fragmented subsidies to a unified framework of economic security.

By guaranteeing a basic income floor, UBI can protect citizens from job loss, inequality, and poverty
— while promoting dignity, freedom, and opportunity.

Ultimately, UBI is both an economic reform and a moral commitment — one that can redefine the
relationship between the State and its people, ensuring that India’s growth is inclusive, humane, and
future-ready.

GS Paper III: Economics

2. Justice in Food Systems

a. Introduction

Food is the foundation of human life, yet it represents much more than physical nourishment. It
connects climate, ecology, economy, and society, reflecting how fairly and sustainably a nation
develops.

The idea of justice in food systems means that everyone should have access to healthy, affordable, and
sustainable food, while the people and environment involved in producing it are treated with dignity
and respect.

In simple terms, food justice aims to create a system that is both fair and sustainable — ensuring that
no one, whether a farmer or a consumer, and no part of nature, is exploited in the process of feeding
the world.

b. Significance of Food Systems

Food systems cover everything — from growing crops to processing, transporting, and consuming
food. They shape not only what people eat but also how societies use their land, water, and energy.

Modern food systems, however, have become both socially unequal and ecologically damaging:

e They account for nearly one-third of global greenhouse gas emissions, accelerating climate
change.

e They use and pollute much of the world’s freshwater resources through over-irrigation and
chemical runoff.

e They contribute to deforestation and biodiversity loss, threatening ecosystems.

6|Page




e They create a strange imbalance — widespread food waste in some regions and persistent
hunger in others.

The EAT-Lancet Commission (2024) warns that food production has already crossed five of six
planetary boundaries, meaning humanity is now operating beyond Earth’s safe ecological limits.

c. Meaning of Justice in Food FOUR PILLARS OF

A just food system ensures fairness and dignity for everyone involved — FOOD JUSTICE
from those who grow food to those who consume it. It rests on four w
interconnected pillars: Q e

SOCIAL ECONOMIC
i.  Social Justice: Everyone should have consistent access to safe, R;‘:fl'ife ’FL:SZL‘;E
it itious, livelihood securi
nutritious, and affordable food. B B eihoodseay
ii. Economic Justice: Farmers and workers deserve fair pay, stable i @
livelihoods, and opportunities to progress.
ENVIRONMENTAL CULTURAL
. . . . . JUSTICE JUSTICE
iii. Environmental Justice: Food production must protect soil, water, Protect soil, Respect food
water, biodiversity traditions

and biodiversity instead of depleting them.

iv. Cultural Justice: Communities should be able to consume food that
aligns with their traditions, faiths, and local tastes.

Together, these principles connect human wellbeing, economic equity, and ecological balance.

d. Structural Problems in Current Food Systems
i. Environmental Stress

Intensive farming has overused groundwater and chemical fertilizers, leading to soil degradation and
water pollution.
Livestock rearing, especially for meat, produces high methane emissions, worsening global warming.

ii. Nutritional Disparities

Modern diets focus too heavily on rice and wheat while neglecting pulses, fruits, and vegetables.
This creates a “double burden” — persistent malnutrition among the poor and obesity or diabetes
among the affluent.

iii. Economic Inequality

Farmers get only a small share of the final consumer price.
Large agribusinesses dominate processing, storage, and retailing, reducing the bargaining power of
smallholders and farm labourers.

iv. Cultural and Behavioural Shifts

Urbanisation and advertising have led people to prefer fast food and processed meals.
Traditional diets rich in millets, lentils, and seasonal produce are being replaced, harming both health
and local food diversity.

e. Towards a Just Food Transition

Building a fair food system requires a deliberate shift towards nutrition, sustainability, and livelihood
security.
This just transition involves changes in what we grow, how we grow it, and how we distribute it.

i. Diversifying Diets
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India must move beyond its cereal-heavy pattern and promote pulses, millets, fruits, and vegetables.
Local and seasonal foods should be encouraged as they are both climate-friendly and nutrient-rich.

ii. Making Healthy Food Affordable
Healthy diets must be within everyone’s reach.
e Reduce or remove GST on nutritious and unprocessed foods.

e Redesign schemes like PDS and Midday Meals to include pulses, millets, and vegetables
instead of just rice and wheat.

iii. Promoting Sustainable Agriculture

Encourage natural and organic farming, efficient irrigation, and soil restoration.
Reform subsidies that promote wasteful groundwater use.
Invest in climate-smart agriculture to help farmers adapt to droughts, floods, and heatwaves.

iv. Empowering Farmers and Workers

Support farmer cooperatives and collective bargaining.
Ensure fair prices, social security, and safe working conditions.
Empower women farmers through equal access to land, credit, and training opportunities.

v. Regulating Corporate Power

Agribusinesses must be transparent and accountable.
Regulations should prevent monopolies and ensure that both consumers and producers have a voice
in shaping food policy.

f. Way Forward
A just and sustainable food system can be achieved through coordinated action at every level:

i. Adopt a “One Health, One Planet” approach — link nutrition, agriculture, and environment
policies.

ii. Revive local food ecosystems — support regional crops, farmer markets, and short supply
chains.

iii. Promote consumer awareness — help people understand the link between diet, health, and
climate.

iv. Invest in green logistics — use renewable energy in cold storage, transport, and packaging.

v. Empower local governance — give Panchayats and Self-Help Groups more authority to run
local nutrition and food programs.

Conclusion

Justice in food systems is the moral heart of sustainable development.
It requires shifting from a calorie-based approach to one rooted in nutrition, sustainability, and

dignity.

Food must be seen not as a commodity, but as a shared heritage that connects human wellbeing with
the health of the planet.

In this vision, food justice becomes social justice — uniting efforts to end hunger, inequality, and
environmental decline, so that every meal nourishes both people and nature.

GS Paper III: Economics
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3. India’s Need for a World-Class Banking Ecosystem
a. Introduction

A strong banking system is the backbone of a growing economy. For India — aiming to become a
developed nation by 2047 — having a world-class banking ecosystem is essential.

Banks are not just institutions that lend money; they are the engines that drive investment, job
creation, innovation, and inclusion. A vibrant banking system ensures that credit flows smoothly to
every sector — from large industries and start-ups to small farmers and self-employed individuals.

India’s goal should not be limited to having a few large banks, but to build an ecosystem of many
efficient, technology-driven, and well-governed banks that can compete globally while serving the
diverse needs of its people.

b. Why India Needs a Stronger Banking System Diivers ot ndia’s

. . . Banking Transformation
i. Expanding Economic Scale

Rising GDP &

As India’s GDP continues to grow rapidly, the demand for credit to fund Infrastructure Needs
infrastructure, green energy, MSMEs, and start-ups is rising. Without h 4
strong, well-capitalised banks, this growth momentum could slow igher Cr manc
down.

Need for Well-
ii. Rising Credit Demand Capitalised Banks

Bank lending has crossed X190 lakh crore, fuelled by consumption and Enhanced Global
private investment. To meet this rising demand, banks need adequate Sompstitveness
capital, sound risk management, and digital strength.

Deeper Financial
Inclusion

iii. Enhancing Global Competitiveness

I tion via Privat
Even India’s biggest banks are smaller than global giants like JPMorgan "'&°S?g'i?§. \S:nﬁr‘:; -

or ICBC. To finance international trade and investments, India needs
globally competitive and resilient banks that can operate confidently abroad.

iv. Deepening Financial Inclusion

Schemes like Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana have opened millions of bank accounts, but inclusion
must now go beyond access — focusing on quality services such as credit, insurance, and digital
banking.

v. Encouraging Private and Digital Banking

While public sector banks remain crucial, private banks, small finance banks, and fintech players are
needed to foster innovation, healthy competition, and specialised financial products.

c. What Makes Up a Banking Ecosystem

A banking ecosystem is the complete network that keeps the financial system running smoothly. It
consists of:

e Core Institutions: Public and private sector banks, small finance and cooperative banks,
NBFCs.

e Regulatory Framework: The RBI, Ministry of Finance, and financial regulators that ensure
stability.

e Digital Infrastructure: Platforms like UPI, Aadhaar, DBT, Bharat BillPay, and RuPay, which
make financial services efficient and inclusive.
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e Fintech Collaboration: Start-ups and NBFCs using technology to extend credit and innovate
in services.

When these parts work together seamlessly, they create a resilient, transparent, and inclusive
financial system.

d. Recent Reforms and Developments
i. Bank Consolidation

Mergers such as those between SBI and its associates, and Dena—-Vijaya-Bank of Baroda, have
created stronger banks with better scale. However, the focus must shift from size alone to efficiency
and diversity.

ii. Regulatory Coordination

The RBI and the Ministry of Finance now aim to make banks more innovative and better governed,
improving capital adequacy and supervision.

iii. Macroeconomic Reform and Credit Growth

Simplified GST and rising consumption have boosted credit demand. Private investment is picking up,
creating a cycle of growth that strengthens both banks and businesses.

iv. Revival of Private Investment

Stronger corporate balance sheets are driving long-term project financing and working capital needs
— areas that depend heavily on a robust banking sector.

e. Why a World-Class Banking Ecosystem Matters
A strong banking ecosystem is vital for both growth and stability:

e Economic Growth: Banks finance infrastructure, industry, and innovation — the pillars of
development.

e Employment Generation: Expanding banking and fintech linkages create jobs directly and
indirectly.

e Financial Stability: A diversified ecosystem prevents a single bank’s failure from threatening
the entire economy.

e  Global Credibility: Sound banks enhance investor confidence and strengthen India’s
reputation globally.

e Inclusive Development: More banks in rural and semi-urban areas mean deeper credit
penetration and better access to finance.

f. Challenges Facing Indian Banking

i.  Capital Adequacy:
Some public sector banks still need additional capital to meet global norms like Basel III and
to expand lending sustainably.

ii. Governance and Autonomy:
Frequent leadership changes and limited independence in decision-making affect efficiency
and accountability.

iii. Non-Performing Assets (NPAs):
Though NPAs have declined, vulnerabilities remain in sectors such as MSMEs, real estate,
and infrastructure.
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iv. Fintech Competition:
New-age fintech firms are offering faster and cheaper services, forcing traditional banks to
innovate rapidly.

v. Cybersecurity Threats:
With greater digitalisation comes higher risk of fraud, hacking, and data breaches — making
cybersecurity a key priority.

g. Way Forward
i. Encourage New Banks

Simplify licensing norms for private, regional, and small finance banks to increase competition and
reach.

ii. Strengthen Public Sector Banks

Provide PSBs more operational freedom while ensuring professional management and clear
accountability.

iii. Leverage Technology

Adopt Al, big data, and blockchain for better risk management, fraud detection, and customer service.
Strengthen digital platforms like UPI and RuPay for global leadership in payments.

iv. Improve Capital Access

Allow banks to raise funds through the market and attract responsible foreign investment within safe
limits.

v. Build Human Capital

Train banking staff in digital tools, credit risk management, and customer service to build a strong
institutional culture.

vi. Deepen Financial Inclusion

Empower rural branches, cooperatives, and small finance banks to reach farmers, artisans, and small
entrepreneurs with affordable loans.

vii. Expand Global Presence

Encourage top-performing Indian banks to open branches abroad — especially in Asia and Africa — to
support trade and investment.

Conclusion

India’s journey to a developed economy requires a banking system as ambitious as its growth goals.
Strengthening this ecosystem means nurturing a balanced mix of public, private, and digital banks
that are globally competitive yet locally inclusive.

A truly world-class system will combine financial strength, technological innovation, and social
responsibility. It will not only power India’s economic expansion but also ensure that growth reaches
every corner of society — laying the foundation for a resilient and inclusive Viksit Bharat by 2047.

GS Paper III: Security

4. Generative Al and Data Security Concerns in Governance

a. Introduction
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Generative Artificial Intelligence (GenAl) — represented by tools O e oy

such as ChatGPT, Gemini, and Copilot — is changing the way RISKS IN GOVERNANCE
governments work. Officials are beginning to use Al to draft :
. . Prompts Contain
policy notes, summarise reports, and analyse data. Sl
data)

However, this convenience brings a new set of risks. When

officials input sensitive or confidential material into these tools, Al Model Stores (_-
they may unknowingly expose data, operational insights, or bl

institutional patterns . The threat is not theft — it's inference.

The key question for India is: how can the government use Al for efficiency without compromising
national security and data privacy?

b. Understanding the Nature of the Risk

GenAl systems function through prompts — the text users type in to get answers. These prompts often
reflect official thought processes or contain restricted information.

For example:

e A civil servant using Al to draft a note on a confidential project may reveal internal policy
details.

e A police official using it for mapping security zones may unintentionally expose operational
data.

Even without explicit leaks, repeated prompts from government networks can allow Al systems to
infer sensitive governance patterns. Thus, the major risk is not just theft of data but inference — the
ability of Al models to deduce hidden insights from harmless-looking inputs.

c. Why These Concerns Matter

i. Inference Risk: Al models can identify sensitive patterns or identities from seemingly
anonymous data.

ii. Data Tracking: Al tools can collect user metadata — IP addresses, cookies, or device IDs —
enabling profiling.

iii. Foreign Ownership: Most leading Al platforms are based abroad; user data may be stored on
servers outside India’s jurisdiction.

iv. Cloud Dependence: Al tools often run on global cloud infrastructure, raising questions about
who has access to stored data.

v. Regulatory Gaps: India’s laws are still evolving and lack explicit provisions for Al-specific data
protection and inference control.

In short, unregulated Al use could expose both governance systems and citizen data to unseen
vulnerabilities.

d. Broader Implications

Generative Al risks go far beyond technical misuse — they affect governance ethics, accountability,
and sovereignty.

e Data Privacy: Confidential information could be accessed by external actors or misused for
commercial gain.

e National Security: Repeated prompts on defence, infrastructure, or law enforcement could
reveal sensitive strategies.
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e Ethical Governance: Over-reliance on Al-generated drafts may blur responsibility for policy
outcomes.

e  Public Trust: Citizens could lose faith if government data flows through opaque foreign-
controlled systems.

e Digital Sovereignty: Dependence on external Al ecosystems weakens India’s control over its
digital and strategic data.

e. Existing Legal and Policy Frameworks

i.  Digital Personal Data Protection (DPDP) Act, 2023 — India’s first comprehensive data
protection law, ensuring user consent but silent on Al inference risks.

ii. Draft Digital India Act (under consultation) — Aims to replace the IT Act, proposing new rules
for Al governance and algorithmic transparency.

iii. CERT-In and MeitY Guidelines — Cover cybersecurity but need updating to include Al risk
management and model audits.

iv. Global Cooperation Platforms (G20, OECD) - India advocates “Responsible Al for All,” focusing
on fairness, safety, and accountability.

These frameworks mark progress, but Al-specific safeguards and enforcement mechanisms remain
limited.

f. Policy Options for India
i. Build Indigenous Al Capability

Develop Indian-language Large Language Models (LLMs) trained on local data and hosted within India
to reduce dependence on foreign systems.

ii. Create Secure Al Infrastructure

Use government-controlled cloud platforms like MeghRaj for hosting Al tools. Sensitive work should
be performed on offline or air-gapped systems that are isolated from the internet.

iii. Set Clear Usage Protocols for Officials

Establish mandatory rules: no confidential, classified, or security-related information should be
entered into public Al tools. Conduct regular training for ethical Al use.

iv. Mandate Data Localisation and Audits

Ensure all Al service providers store and process Indian data within India, subject to periodic security
audits.

v. Enforce Transparency Obligations

Require companies to publicly disclose how prompts are stored, used for training, and how long data
is retained.

vi. Promote Al Literacy

Include Al awareness modules in administrative training programs to help officials understand both
benefits and risks.

g. The Global Context

e European Union: The EU Al Act (2024) classifies Al systems by risk level, with strict rules for
“high-risk” applications.
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e United States: The Al Executive Order (2023) mandates safety testing, disclosure, and
evaluation of powerful Al models.

e China: Requires government approval and strict data localisation for public Al tools.

e India: Moving towards a balanced model through the Digital India Act and DPDP Act, based on
the principle of Responsible Al for All.

India can learn from these frameworks while tailoring policies to its governance and security needs.

h. Way Forward

i.  Adopt “Secure-by-Design” Principles — Embed privacy and data protection in every Al tool
used by the government.

ii. Develop a Sovereign Al Cloud — Create a secure national infrastructure to store and process
sensitive information.

iii. Conduct Regular Al Risk Audits — Mandate audits across ministries and law enforcement
agencies.

iv. Enhance Public Awareness — Educate citizens and officials about ethical Al use and digital
rights.

v. Strengthen Global Collaboration — Shape international Al standards that balance innovation
with democratic safeguards.

Conclusion

Generative Al can make governance faster, smarter, and more citizen-friendly, but its careless use can
also expose the State to data breaches and inference risks.

India must therefore embrace Al with caution and confidence — combining technological innovation
with strong data security, ethical regulation, and digital sovereignty.

In essence, responsible Al in governance should aim to empower the State without weakening the
citizen — ensuring that technology strengthens democracy, not endangers it.

GS Paper III: Environment

5. Rationalising Penalties under the Forest (Conservation) Act
a. Introduction

India’s forests are vital for both ecological balance and national development. Yet, as the country
expands infrastructure and industries, forest land is often diverted for non-forest use.

The Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 — now renamed the Van (Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan)
Adhiniyam, 1980 — regulates such diversions. If forest land is used without proper approval or in
violation of conditions, project developers must pay penalties such as Compensatory Afforestation
(CA) or Net Present Value (NPV).

Over time, however, states applied these penalties differently, leading to unequal treatment and
confusion. To resolve this, the Forest Advisory Committee (FAC) under the Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC) has proposed a uniform, rational, and transparent penalty
framework that promotes both fairness and forest restoration.

b. Background
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The Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980, made it mandatory for projects

using forest land for non-forest purposes to obtain central government Why Rationalisation

approval. Was Needed
Inconsistent Penalties
The 2023 amendment modernised this law — introducing clearer across States

penalty provisions and renaming it to reflect India’s focus on “forest
conservation and development.”

However, challenges persisted: similar violations in two states could

attract different penalties due to differing interpretations. This lack of
standardisation undermined both environmental accountability and
investor confidence.

Hence, the FAC recommended rationalising the penalties to make
enforcement consistent, predictable, and transparent across India.

Need for a Transparent,
Uniform National System

i. Inconsistent Penalties: States used different formulas and rates, causing unequal treatment.

c. Why Rationalisation Was Needed

ii. Overlapping Charges: Some violators were fined under multiple heads, leading to confusion.
iii. Ambiguous Rules: No standard method existed to define the severity of a violation.

iv. Administrative Delays: Varying procedures caused delays in collecting and using penalty
funds.

v. Need for Transparency: Uniform norms make enforcement fairer and easier to monitor.

Thus, a single, well-defined system was necessary to ensure both clarity and accountability.

d. FAC’s Main Recommendations
The FAC proposed reforms to standardise penalties and strengthen ecological restoration:

e Uniform Penalty System: Apply a single national formula for calculating penalties across
states.

e Penal Compensatory Afforestation: Require plantation on an area equal to the land misused
(instead of double in some states earlier).

e Link Penal CA with Penal NPV: For serious violations, NPV can be charged up to five times the
normal rate, maintaining proportionality.

e Regular Monitoring: States must report violations and restoration actions periodically to the
Centre.

e Oversight Committee: A national-level body with regional officers and experts to review
compliance.

This approach brings clarity, proportionality, and nationwide uniformity to forest penalty
mechanisms.

e. Significance of the Move
i. Fairness and Uniformity: Similar offences now face similar penalties across all states.
ii. Deterrence: Predictable but strict penalties discourage illegal forest use.
iii. Better Compliance: Developers will be more likely to follow proper clearance procedures.

iv. Transparency: Standardised reporting makes enforcement open to public scrutiny.
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v. Environmental Restoration: Ensures real reforestation and ecosystem recovery, not just
paperwork.

The reform thus shifts India’s focus from punishment to practical ecological restitution.

f. Implementation Challenges

i. Limited Capacity: Many state forest departments face shortages of staff, funds, and
technology.

ii. Quality of Afforestation: Simply planting trees doesn’t restore lost biodiversity or soil quality
— focus must be on ecosystem health.

iii. Centre-State Coordination: Since forests are a Concurrent Subject, cooperation between both
levels of government is vital.

iv. Legal Disputes: Developers may challenge penalties, delaying restoration.

v. Community Awareness: Local people often remain unaware of afforestation obligations,
limiting monitoring from the ground up.

Effective implementation thus requires both institutional strength and local participation.

g. Way Forward

i. National Guidelines: Publish a clear manual linking the type of violation with specific
penalties.

ii. Tech-Based Tracking: Use GIS, satellite imagery, and mobile dashboards to monitor forest
diversion and afforestation in real time.

iii. Independent Audits: Engage universities or independent experts to assess the quality and
survival rate of plantations.

iv. Public Disclosure: Create an online portal showing details of violations, penalties, and
restoration progress.

v. Capacity Building: Train officials and communities in ecological restoration and digital
monitoring tools.

By combining transparency, technology, and training, enforcement can become both effective and
credible.

Conclusion

The FAC’s proposal to rationalise penalties under the Forest (Conservation) Act is a progressive step
toward balanced environmental governance.

It aims to replace uneven enforcement with a fair, transparent, and science-based system that
ensures those who harm forests take responsibility for their restoration.

By linking penal afforestation and penal NPV under a unified framework, India moves closer to a
model where development and conservation work together.

In essence, this reform turns forest protection from bureaucratic punishment into ecological
accountability — promoting a governance model where restoration, not revenue, is the true measure
of compliance.
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Reader’s Note — About This Current Affairs Compilation
Dear Aspirant,

This document is part of the PrepAlpine Current Affairs Series — designed to bring clarity, structure,
and precision to your daily UPSC learning.

While every effort has been made to balance depth with brevity, please keep the following in mind:
1. Orientation & Purpose

This compilation is curated primarily from the UPSC Mains perspective — with emphasis on
conceptual clarity, analytical depth, and interlinkages across GS papers.

However, the PrepAlpine team is simultaneously developing a dedicated Prelims-focused Current
Affairs Series, designed for:

e factual coverage

e data recall

e Prelims-style MCQs

e objective pattern analysis
This Prelims Edition will be released separately as a standalone publication.
2. Content Length

Some sections may feel shorter or longer depending on topic relevance and news density.
To fit your personal preference, you may freely resize or summarize sections using any LLM tool
(ChatGPT, Gemini, Claude, etc.) at your convenience.

3. Format Flexibility
The formatting combines:
e paragraphs
e lists
e tables
e visual cues
—all optimised for retention.

If you prefer a specific style (lists — paras, paras — tables, etc.), feel free to convert using any free
LLM.

4. Monthly Current Affairs Release

The complete Monthly Current Affairs Module will be released soon, optimized to a compact 100-150
pages — comprehensive yet concise, exam-ready, and revision-efficient.

5. Join the PrepAlpine Discord Community

Be part of India’s Smartest UPSC Peer Ecosystem — https://discord.gg/yrcDpXxv

What You’ll Experience

e Peer-to-Peer Discussions
Subject-wise channels for GS papers, Ethics, Economics, Polity, Geography, Environment,
and Optional subjects.
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https://discord.gg/yrcDpXxv

e Focused Study Circles
Deep-dive groups for Optionals (PSIR, Sociology, Geography, Anthropology, etc.) and critical
GS themes.

e Insight Threads
Collaborative micro-notes, doubt resolutions, PYQ-linked discussions, and peer-reviewed
clarity.

e Community Sessions
Weekly “Open Mic” sharing sessions where learners discuss strategies, mistakes,
breakthroughs, and lessons from their UPSC journey.

e An Evolving Learning Culture
A serious, supportive, and intelligent peer environment — no noise, no clutter.
Learning grows here through interaction, reflection, and structured peer collaboration.

“From Isolation to Interaction — Learn the UPSC Way, the Smart Way.”
6. Suggest Topics for Coverage

If you feel any important theme is missing or under-covered, simply post it in the “Suggestions”
channel on our Discord server.

Our content team regularly reviews inputs and includes relevant suggestions in upcoming Monthly
Current Affairs Modules.

Beyond daily updates, the PrepAlpine Discord functions as a complete UPSC learning ecosystem —
offering free peer mentorship, structured discussions, practice threads, Al-powered micro-learning
tools, and a community of serious aspirants working together.

Together, these resources embody the PrepAlpine vision:

Better Content. Smarter Mentorship. Intelligent Preparation.
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