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DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS DATED 15.06.2026 

GS Paper II: Current Affairs  

1. India’s Push Beyond E20 Ethanol Blending 

a. Introduction 

India’s ethanol blending programme has 

entered a new phase. After achieving the E20 

target, the policy debate has moved towards 

higher ethanol-petrol blends and the eventual 

development of a flex-fuel vehicle ecosystem. 

The Centre has exempted E22 to E30 ethanol-

petrol blends from central excise duty and has 

proposed amendments to recognise E85 and 

E100 fuels under the Central Motor Vehicles 

Rules. This indicates that India is gradually 

preparing to move beyond the existing E20 

regime. 

The issue is significant because ethanol 

blending is not merely a fuel-sector reform. It is 

linked with energy security, crude oil import 

dependence, agricultural diversification, climate 

commitments, biofuel policy and automobile 

industry regulation. It also forms part of India’s 

broader clean energy transition under the 

National Policy on Biofuels. 

 

b. Key Developments 

The government intends to move progressively from E20 fuel towards E25 and, in the longer term, 

towards a flex-fuel ecosystem where vehicles can operate on higher ethanol blends such as E85 and 

E100. 

Policy and Regulatory Changes 

• Higher ethanol blends in the range of 22 per cent to 30 per cent have been given the same 

central excise treatment as E20. 

• The Bureau of Indian Standards has notified fuel standards for higher ethanol blends. 

• Flex-fuel vehicles are being viewed as the next stage of technological adaptation. 

Policy Direction 

• India is trying to align fuel availability, regulatory recognition and automobile technology. 

• The transition will require careful sequencing because fuel policy cannot succeed unless 

vehicles, refuelling infrastructure and consumer safeguards are prepared simultaneously. 

These developments show that ethanol blending has now moved from a limited fuel-mixing policy to a 

broader industrial and mobility transition. 

 

c. Why India is Pursuing Higher Ethanol Blending 

The primary reason behind higher ethanol blending is energy security. India imports nearly 88.5 per 

cent of its crude oil requirement, which exposes the economy to geopolitical shocks, supply 

disruptions and volatile global oil prices. Greater use of domestically produced ethanol can reduce 

dependence on imported petroleum products and partly moderate the crude oil import bill. 
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Energy Security 

• Ethanol can reduce dependence on imported crude oil. 

• It can help cushion the economy against global oil price volatility. 

• It supports domestic fuel production capacity. 

Climate and Environmental Benefits 

• Ethanol is generally considered a cleaner-burning fuel. 

• It can help reduce certain vehicular emissions. 

• It supports India’s broader clean energy transition. 

Rural and Industrial Benefits 

• Ethanol blending creates sustained demand for agricultural feedstocks such as sugarcane 

and biomass-based sources. 

• It can support rural incomes and agricultural diversification. 

• It can promote domestic biofuel industries and related infrastructure. 

Thus, ethanol blending sits at the intersection of energy security, rural economy, industrial policy and 

environmental sustainability. 

 

d. Significance 

The move beyond E20 can strengthen India’s long-term energy security by reducing the country’s 

exposure to imported crude oil. It can also support farmers by creating an assured market for 

ethanol-producing feedstocks. 

Strategic Significance 

• It reduces dependence on imported petroleum. 

• It strengthens domestic biofuel capacity. 

• It supports resilience against external energy shocks. 

Economic and Industrial Significance 

• It can encourage investment in biofuel production, storage and distribution. 

• It can support the development of flex-fuel vehicle technology. 

• It can create new opportunities in allied industries. 

Environmental Significance 

• Ethanol can act as a transitional fuel in the transport sector. 

• It can complement, though not replace, electrification and other clean mobility solutions. 

• Even partial substitution through biofuels can have macroeconomic and environmental value 

for a large oil-importing country like India. 

However, the benefits of higher ethanol blending will depend on how effectively India manages the 

technological, economic and ecological challenges associated with the transition. 

 

e. Concerns and Challenges 

The transition beyond E20 raises important concerns. Existing vehicles are largely calibrated for E20 

fuel. Higher ethanol blends may require engine redesign, fresh homologation and changes in materials 

used in fuel systems. 

Vehicle Readiness 

• Older vehicles and two-wheelers may be more vulnerable to corrosion, performance issues 

and durability concerns. 
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• Higher blends may require redesign of engines and fuel-system components. 

• Fresh homologation and testing may be necessary for vehicle safety and performance. 

Consumer Concerns 

• Ethanol has lower energy density than petrol. 

• Higher ethanol content may reduce mileage. 

• If consumers face lower fuel efficiency without price benefits, public acceptance may weaken. 

Industry and Cost Issues 

• Re-engineering vehicles may increase production costs. 

• Compliance with new standards may raise costs for manufacturers. 

• These costs may eventually be passed on to consumers. 

Fuel Distribution Challenges 

• Oil marketing companies may realistically supply only a limited number of fuel blends at the 

same time. 

• Multiple blends without clear planning may complicate logistics at fuel stations. 

• Automobile manufacturers need clearer timelines, technical standards and policy certainty. 

Agricultural and Ecological Concerns 

• Excessive dependence on sugarcane-based ethanol can intensify food-water-energy trade-offs. 

• This is especially serious in water-stressed regions. 

• Ethanol expansion must diversify towards maize, damaged foodgrains, agricultural residues 

and second-generation biofuels. 

These concerns show that higher ethanol blending must be treated as a system-wide transition rather 

than a simple increase in fuel-mixing levels. 

 

f. Brazil’s Experience and Lessons for India 

Brazil offers an important example of successful ethanol integration in the transport sector. Its 

success was built on the widespread adoption of flex-fuel vehicles, consumer choice at fuel stations, 

pricing incentives for ethanol and simultaneous development of vehicle technology, fuel supply and 

distribution infrastructure. 

Key Lessons 

• Ethanol policy cannot be implemented in isolation. 

• Fuel standards, automobile technology, pricing incentives and refuelling infrastructure must 

evolve together. 

• Consumer choice and confidence are central to successful adoption. 

Relevance for India 

• A mere increase in ethanol content without vehicle readiness may create resistance. 

• Market incentives are necessary to make ethanol attractive to consumers. 

• Manufacturers need stable policy signals before making major investments. 

Brazil’s experience shows that the success of ethanol blending depends not only on policy ambition, 

but also on synchronised execution. 

 

g. Way Forward 

India should adopt a phased and evidence-based approach to the transition beyond E20. Fuel 

availability must be synchronised with vehicle technology, industry preparedness and refuelling 

infrastructure. 
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Phased Transition 

• The government should provide clear timelines and technical standards. 

• Higher blends should be introduced only where compatible vehicles and fuel infrastructure 

are available. 

• Policy sequencing should avoid confusion among consumers and manufacturers. 

Industry and Consumer Safeguards 

• Warranty safeguards should be clearly defined. 

• Consumers should be protected through clear labelling and transparent pricing. 

• Automobile manufacturers should be given policy certainty for investment in flex-fuel 

technology. 

Infrastructure Development 

• Fuel distribution infrastructure must be upgraded. 

• Oil marketing companies should be supported in managing storage and supply logistics. 

• Flex-fuel vehicle manufacturing should be promoted along with assured fuel availability. 

Feedstock Diversification 

• Ethanol production should move beyond excessive dependence on sugarcane. 

• Maize, damaged foodgrains, agricultural residues and second-generation biofuels should be 

promoted. 

• This will reduce pressure on water resources and food security. 

Therefore, India’s ethanol strategy should be calibrated rather than rushed. The objective should not 

merely be to raise blending levels, but to create a sustainable biofuel ecosystem. 

Conclusion 

India’s move beyond E20 reflects a strategic push towards energy security, cleaner fuels and domestic 

biofuel capacity. However, the success of this transition will depend on careful balancing of 

automobile readiness, fuel infrastructure, consumer protection and agricultural sustainability. 

A calibrated transition, rather than an accelerated rollout, will be essential for ensuring that ethanol 

blending becomes a durable and credible pillar of India’s clean energy strategy. 

 

 

GS Paper II: Current Affairs  

2. Circular Water Economy for Indian Cities 

a. Introduction 

India’s urban water crisis is becoming increasingly severe due to rising temperatures, frequent 

heatwaves and recurring summer water shortages. Many cities continue to depend heavily on 

freshwater drawn from rivers, reservoirs, groundwater and distant sources, even as large volumes of 

wastewater remain under-treated or unused. This has renewed policy attention towards treating and 

reusing wastewater through a circular water economy. 

A circular water economy treats water as a renewable resource rather than a one-time commodity. 

Instead of extracting, using and discarding water, wastewater is collected, treated and reused for 

suitable purposes such as industry, construction, landscaping, lake rejuvenation and agriculture, 

wherever prescribed safety standards permit. For Indian cities, this approach is becoming 

indispensable for ensuring water security, climate resilience and sustainable urbanisation. 
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b. Background Context 

The issue is linked with urban water management, climate resilience, sustainable cities, wastewater 

treatment, circular economy and environmental governance. 

It is also relevant to important government initiatives such as: 

• Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation (AMRUT) 

• Jal Jeevan Mission–Urban 

• Namami Gange Programme 

• Swachh Bharat Mission–Urban 

These initiatives collectively seek to improve urban water management, sanitation and environmental 

sustainability, making wastewater reuse a natural extension of existing policy efforts. 

 

c. Key Data and Context 

India’s annual per capita water availability is around 1,500 cubic metres and is projected to decline 

below 1,200 cubic metres by 2050. Since the widely accepted water scarcity threshold is around 

1,000 cubic metres per capita per year, India is steadily moving towards a water-stressed future. 

The urban wastewater challenge is equally significant. 

Current Status 

• Urban areas have less than 50 per cent networked sewage treatment capacity. 

• Less than one-third of sewage generated was actually treated in 2021. 

• A substantial volume of untreated sewage continues to pollute rivers, lakes, drains and 

groundwater. 

Economic Potential 

• According to the Council on Energy, Environment and Water (CEEW), wastewater reuse can 

unlock an investment opportunity exceeding ₹3 lakh crore. 
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• It has the potential to generate nearly one lakh jobs by 2047. 

Thus, wastewater reuse is not merely an environmental necessity but also an important economic 

opportunity capable of supporting employment and sustainable urban growth. 

The growing gap between water demand and freshwater availability highlights why treated wastewater 

has become an increasingly valuable resource. 

 

d. Why Treated Wastewater Matters 

Treated wastewater can substantially reduce pressure on freshwater resources by meeting non-

potable urban and industrial demands. 

Major Uses 

• Landscaping and horticulture 

• Construction activities 

• Industrial processes and textile manufacturing 

• Lake rejuvenation 

• Public conveniences 

• Peri-urban agriculture where safety standards are satisfied 

Contribution to Water Security 

• Reduces dependence on freshwater for non-drinking purposes. 

• Preserves freshwater for essential domestic consumption. 

• Provides a reliable supplementary source during summers and heatwaves when demand rises 

sharply. 

Consequently, wastewater reuse has become an important instrument of urban climate adaptation 

rather than merely a sanitation measure. 

 

e. Significance 

The transition towards a circular water economy offers multiple environmental, economic and 

governance benefits. 

Water Security 

• Reduces dependence on distant rivers, reservoirs and groundwater. 

• Lowers ecological stress associated with excessive freshwater extraction. 

• Minimises the risk of inter-regional water conflicts. 

Climate Resilience 

• Enhances urban preparedness against heatwaves and prolonged dry periods. 

• Ensures greater reliability of water supply during seasonal shortages. 

• Improves resilience against climate-induced water stress. 

Sustainable Urbanisation 

• Promotes a shift from the linear model of extraction, consumption and disposal to one based 

on recovery and reuse. 

• Encourages efficient utilisation of scarce natural resources. 

• Supports environmentally sustainable urban planning. 

Economic Benefits 

• Encourages investment in treatment plants, reuse infrastructure and monitoring systems. 

• Creates employment in water treatment, operations and maintenance. 
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• Enables municipalities to convert treated wastewater into a revenue-generating urban asset. 

Pollution Control 

• Reduces untreated sewage discharge into rivers and lakes. 

• Supports groundwater protection. 

• Strengthens river rejuvenation and urban environmental improvement programmes. 

Despite these advantages, widespread adoption of wastewater reuse continues to face several 

structural and institutional constraints. 

 

f. Challenges 

The successful implementation of a circular water economy requires addressing multiple 

infrastructural, institutional and behavioural challenges. 

Infrastructure Deficit 

• Many cities lack adequate sewerage networks. 

• Large volumes of wastewater never reach treatment plants. 

• Treatment capacity alone cannot solve the problem without effective collection systems. 

Poor Plant Performance 

• Several sewage treatment plants operate below capacity. 

• Many fail to consistently meet Central Pollution Control Board discharge standards. 

• This reduces public confidence and limits opportunities for reuse. 

Industrial Contamination 

• Industrial effluents often mix with municipal sewage. 

• Toxic discharges damage biological treatment systems. 

• Weak enforcement affects the quality of treated water. 

Weak Demand for Treated Water 

• Treated wastewater is often produced without assured users. 

• Limited integration with industries, construction agencies, parks and power plants reduces 

reuse. 

• In many cases, treated water is discharged instead of being productively utilised. 

Institutional Capacity Constraints 

• Urban local bodies face shortages of finance, technical expertise and skilled manpower. 

• Wastewater infrastructure requires continuous operation and maintenance rather than one-

time capital investment. 

• Weak maintenance systems reduce long-term efficiency. 

Public Perception 

• Social hesitation regarding treated wastewater remains widespread. 

• Concerns about hygiene and health discourage acceptance. 

• Behavioural change requires transparent quality standards, public awareness and visible 

safety assurance. 

These challenges demonstrate that wastewater reuse is as much an institutional and governance 

reform as it is an engineering solution. 

 

g. Urban Heat and Water Stress 
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Urban heat and water scarcity are becoming increasingly interconnected. 

Emerging Trends 

• Rising temperatures increase evaporation losses. 

• Domestic water demand rises sharply during prolonged summers. 

• Dependence on private water tankers and distant water sources increases municipal costs. 

Policy Implications 

• Cities cannot rely solely on developing new water sources. 

• Urban planning must combine wastewater reuse, water conservation, demand management 

and rejuvenation of local water bodies. 

• Integrated water management is essential for building long-term climate resilience. 

Recognising these interconnected challenges, India requires a comprehensive policy framework that 

mainstreams wastewater reuse across cities. 

 

h. Way Forward 

India should adopt a systematic and city-specific approach to building a circular water economy. 

City-Level Reuse Planning 

• Prepare city-specific reuse plans with measurable targets. 

• Identify sector-wise demand for treated wastewater. 

• Establish quality standards and sustainable revenue models. 

Financing Reforms 

• Promote private participation and blended finance. 

• Expand the use of Hybrid Annuity Models for sewage treatment projects. 

• Link financing with long-term performance standards. 

Improve Treatment Infrastructure 

• Enhance monitoring and maintenance of sewage treatment plants. 

• Ensure strict compliance with environmental standards. 

• Use digital technologies and artificial intelligence for continuous monitoring. 

Regulate Industrial Effluents 

• Prevent mixing of industrial and municipal wastewater. 

• Strengthen enforcement of Zero Liquid Discharge norms where applicable. 

• Improve regulation of industrial clusters. 

Promote Decentralised Treatment 

• Develop faecal sludge and septage treatment plants in peri-urban and unsewered areas. 

• Expand decentralised wastewater treatment systems. 

• Improve sanitation coverage in rapidly growing settlements. 

National Policy Framework 

• Consider establishing a National Circular Water Mission. 

• Promote reuse standards, pricing reforms and institutional innovation. 

• Build municipal capacity while encouraging citizen awareness and behavioural change. 

A coordinated national framework can transform wastewater from an environmental liability into a 

strategic urban resource. 

Conclusion 
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India’s urban water crisis is no longer merely a problem of inadequate supply. It is equally a challenge 

of efficient management, treatment and reuse. 

A circular water economy offers an opportunity to strengthen water security, reduce freshwater 

dependence, control pollution and improve climate resilience in rapidly urbanising cities. However, its 

success will depend on robust infrastructure, sound governance, technological innovation and public 

acceptance. Treating wastewater not as waste, but as a valuable recoverable resource, will be 

essential for building sustainable and water-secure Indian cities. 
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3. India’s AI Growth Path 

a. Introduction 

India’s artificial intelligence journey is usually discussed in terms of innovation, productivity, 

governance reform and economic competitiveness. However, the “AI Resist List” framework draws 

attention to another side of artificial intelligence. It argues that AI growth is not shaped by technology 

alone. It is also built through labour extraction, data control, surveillance systems, infrastructure 

dependence and narrative power. 

India occupies a complex position in this global AI economy. It is a site of aspiration because AI is 

expected to improve public service delivery, health care, education, agriculture, logistics and economic 

growth. At the same time, it may also become a site of exploitation if it supplies low-paid digital 

labour, personal data, land, water and electricity while the highest value is captured by powerful 

global firms and platforms. 

Therefore, the central question is not whether India should adopt AI, but how it should shape AI 

adoption in a democratic, inclusive and sovereign manner. 

 

b. Background Context 
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The issue is linked with science and technology, digital economy, data governance, cyber security, 

surveillance, strategic autonomy, labour rights and inclusive development. 

It is relevant to India’s push for AI-led growth, Digital India, data localisation, sovereign artificial 

intelligence capacity and responsible technology governance. 

This makes AI not only a technological issue, but also a question of governance, rights, security and 

development. 

 

c. Key Issue 

Artificial intelligence power is built through five interconnected layers: labour, infrastructure, 

surveillance, data and narrative. 

Labour 

• Labour refers to the invisible work of data annotation, content moderation and model-training 

support. 

• Such work often remains low-paid, repetitive and poorly recognised. 

Infrastructure 

• AI requires data centres, computing capacity, land, water, electricity and connectivity. 

• These material requirements create environmental and local governance challenges. 

Surveillance 

• AI is increasingly used in facial recognition, CCTV networks and predictive monitoring. 

• Without safeguards, such tools can normalise mass monitoring. 

Data 

• AI systems depend on personal, public and community datasets. 

• Data extraction without consent or accountability can deepen inequality and data 

colonialism. 

Narrative Power 

• AI is often framed as an unavoidable symbol of development and modernity. 

• This can make its social, ecological and labour costs appear secondary or invisible. 

This framework shifts the debate from simple AI adoption to a deeper question: under whose control, 

at whose cost and for whose benefit should AI grow in India? 

 

d. Significance of AI for India 

Artificial intelligence can bring major benefits to India across governance, economy and strategic 

sectors. 

Governance 

• AI can improve targeting of welfare schemes. 

• It can reduce delays and support grievance redressal. 

• It can strengthen administrative efficiency and service delivery. 

Health Care 

• AI can assist diagnosis and disease surveillance. 

• It can improve telemedicine and resource allocation. 

• It can support early warning systems for public health risks. 

Education 
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• AI can support personalised learning. 

• It can improve translation and accessibility. 

• It can assist teachers through learning analytics and content support. 

Agriculture 

• AI can help with weather advisories. 

• It can assist in pest detection and crop planning. 

• It can improve access to market information. 

Economic Competitiveness 

• AI can raise productivity and create new digital services. 

• It can improve manufacturing, finance, logistics and pharmaceuticals. 

• It can strengthen India’s public digital infrastructure. 

Strategic Power 

• Control over advanced computing, data systems and AI models is becoming a source of global 

influence. 

• AI capability can strengthen India’s role in supply chains, security systems and digital rule-

making. 

Thus, India cannot afford to reject artificial intelligence. The real challenge is to ensure that AI-led 

growth remains democratic, accountable, inclusive and strategically autonomous. 

 

e. Concerns and Challenges 

The growth of AI also creates several risks that India must address carefully. 

Extractive Labour Model 

• India may become a supplier of invisible digital labour for global AI systems. 

• Data annotation, content moderation and back-end AI tasks are often low-paid and 

psychologically demanding. 

• If ownership of models and profits remains elsewhere, India may participate in AI growth 

without capturing adequate value. 

Infrastructure Costs 

• AI systems require large data centres, high computing capacity and continuous electricity 

supply. 

• They also need cooling systems and significant water use. 

• If located in water-stressed or power-stressed regions, such infrastructure may create local 

ecological and social costs. 

Surveillance Risks 

• AI-enabled facial recognition, CCTV networks and predictive policing can support security in 

some contexts. 

• However, without safeguards, they may weaken privacy, consent, freedom of movement and 

civil liberties. 

• The larger risk is the normalisation of mass monitoring as routine governance. 

Data Asymmetry 

• Indian citizens generate large volumes of personal, behavioural, biometric, health, educational 

and transactional data. 

• If such data is used without consent, benefit-sharing and accountability, it may deepen data 

colonialism. 

• Communities may lose control over data extracted from them. 
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Foreign Technology Dependence 

• India’s AI ecosystem depends significantly on imported chips, foreign cloud infrastructure, 

proprietary models and global platforms. 

• This creates strategic vulnerability. 

• Digital sovereignty may remain weak if compute, models, tools and standards are controlled 

outside India. 

Narrative Power 

• AI is often presented as an automatic route to development and national power. 

• This can hide questions of rights, labour, environmental cost and democratic oversight. 

• When technology is treated as inevitable, citizens may lose the ability to question whether a 

system is necessary, fair or accountable. 

These challenges show that AI governance must go beyond innovation policy and address power, 

rights and accountability. 

 

f. Digital Sovereignty Dimension 

Digital sovereignty cannot be reduced to data localisation or the creation of a few national AI models. 

Formal control over data is important, but it is not sufficient if India remains dependent on foreign 

chips, cloud providers, proprietary platforms and frontier models. 

Core Elements of AI Sovereignty 

• Ability to regulate AI systems that affect citizens. 

• Ability to audit high-risk algorithms. 

• Ability to negotiate fair terms with global technology firms. 

• Ability to refuse harmful deployments. 

• Ability to build selective domestic capacity in strategic areas. 

Balanced Approach 

• India should not reject global technological cooperation. 

• At the same time, it should avoid passive dependence. 

• Strategic autonomy should be built through domestic capability, open standards, trusted 

partnerships and strong public regulation. 

This approach allows India to participate in the global AI economy while protecting its regulatory and 

developmental autonomy. 

 

g. AI as Narrative Power 

AI is increasingly framed as a shortcut to growth, modernity and national power. However, such 

narratives can hide the role of defence procurement, surveillance interests, investor influence and 

unequal global supply chains. 

Risks of the Development Narrative 

• The language of innovation can be used to avoid questions on labour rights. 

• Environmental impacts may be ignored. 

• Constitutional safeguards may be treated as obstacles rather than protections. 

Democratic Test 

• AI adoption should not be treated as an end in itself. 

• The real test should be whether AI improves welfare, accountability, autonomy and justice. 
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• A technology that increases efficiency but weakens rights or deepens dependence cannot be 

called genuine development. 

Therefore, India must shape the AI narrative around public interest rather than mere technological 

acceleration. 

 

h. Way Forward 

India should pursue AI growth through a rights-based, inclusive and sovereignty-oriented framework. 

Rights-Based AI Governance 

• Ensure transparency, consent, accountability and grievance redressal. 

• Apply stricter scrutiny to AI systems used in welfare, policing, finance, health, education and 

employment. 

• Protect citizens from opaque automated decision-making. 

Environmental and Social Impact Assessment 

• Mandate impact assessments for large data centres and AI infrastructure. 

• Examine water use, electricity demand, land acquisition and local ecological stress. 

• Treat AI infrastructure as a material system with real environmental costs. 

Protection of Digital Labour 

• Recognise annotation, moderation and AI-support work as formal digital labour. 

• Ensure fair wages, contracts, safe working conditions and grievance mechanisms. 

• Provide psychological support where workers face harmful content exposure. 

Regulation of Surveillance Technologies 

• Conduct public audits before deployment of facial recognition and predictive policing tools. 

• Apply necessity and proportionality tests. 

• Ensure independent oversight and clear legal standards. 

Build Strategic Domestic Capacity 

• Promote open-source models where appropriate. 

• Strengthen domestic compute capacity. 

• Build trusted public digital infrastructure in strategically important sectors. 

Community Rights and Accountability 

• Communities should be able to question AI projects affecting their data, livelihood, 

environment or rights. 

• High-impact AI projects should allow meaningful consultation. 

• Citizens should have the right to seek explanation, correction and remedy. 

A democratic AI framework must ensure that technological progress strengthens citizens rather than 

reducing them to sources of data, labour and compliance. 

Conclusion 

India should pursue artificial intelligence growth, but not as blind technological acceleration. AI can 

improve governance, productivity and strategic capability, but it can also deepen labour extraction, 

surveillance, data colonialism, infrastructure stress and foreign dependence. 

The central task is to build a democratic and sovereign AI ecosystem. Such an ecosystem must 

combine innovation with constitutional values, economic opportunity with labour justice, digital 

growth with environmental responsibility, and strategic autonomy with public accountability. 
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For India, the question is not whether to adopt AI, but whether it can shape AI in a way that serves 

citizens rather than merely extracting from them. 
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4. India-France Strategic Partnership 

a. Introduction 

India-France relations have steadily evolved from a defence-centred partnership into a wider strategic 

relationship covering technology, space, trade, artificial intelligence, clean energy and economic 

security. 

During the Modi-Macron meeting in France, both countries agreed to set new targets for the next 

phase of cooperation. These include a plan to double bilateral trade from around 16 billion dollars in 

five years, adopt the India-France Innovation Roadmap 2030, create a joint working group on artificial 

intelligence governance and deepen cooperation in defence, space and economic security. 

This reflects the growing importance of France as one of India’s most trusted partners in Europe. The 

relationship is also significant because it supports India’s larger objective of strategic autonomy, 

diversified partnerships and technology-led development. 

 

b. Background Context 

The issue is linked with India’s bilateral relations with developed countries, technology diplomacy, 

defence cooperation, space collaboration, trade diversification and strategic autonomy. 

It also connects with India’s efforts to build trusted partnerships in critical and emerging 

technologies. 

Thus, the India-France partnership is not merely a bilateral diplomatic relationship. It is also an 

important pillar of India’s wider strategic, technological and economic positioning. 

 

c. Key Outcomes 
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The recent engagement produced several important outcomes across trade, technology, defence and 

economic security. 

Trade Target 

• India and France agreed to work towards doubling annual bilateral trade within five years. 

• This seeks to raise economic cooperation closer to the level of their political and strategic 

trust. 

Innovation Roadmap 

• Both sides adopted the India-France Innovation Roadmap 2030. 

• The roadmap aims to expand cooperation in science, technology, start-ups and advanced 

sectors. 

Artificial Intelligence Governance 

• A joint working group on artificial intelligence governance was proposed. 

• This reflects the growing importance of ethical, transparent and accountable technology 

regulation. 

Economic Security Dialogue 

• Both countries discussed an economic security dialogue. 

• This is significant because global economic policy is increasingly shaped by supply-chain 

resilience, critical minerals, semiconductors, digital infrastructure and trusted technology 

networks. 

Defence and Space Cooperation 

• Defence and space continue to remain central pillars of the partnership. 

• These areas support India’s capability-building and strategic preparedness. 

These outcomes show that India-France ties are moving beyond traditional defence cooperation 

towards a broader future-oriented partnership. 

 

d. Significance 

The India-France partnership strengthens India’s engagement with a major European power that has 

historically supported India’s strategic autonomy. 

Strategic Significance 

• France has been a reliable partner in defence platforms, nuclear energy, space cooperation 

and Indo-Pacific engagement. 

• The partnership supports India’s preference for diversified strategic partnerships. 

• It strengthens India’s position in a multipolar world. 

Economic Significance 

• The trade target is important because bilateral economic relations remain below their 

potential. 

• If implemented effectively, it can diversify India’s trade basket. 

• It can expand cooperation beyond defence into clean energy, digital technology, climate action 

and advanced manufacturing. 

Technology Diplomacy 

• Artificial intelligence governance cooperation can help India shape global technology norms. 

• India can use such partnerships to promote transparency, accountability, innovation and 

public interest. 
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• This is especially relevant for a large digital society where AI will affect welfare delivery, 

education, health care, security and employment. 

Defence and Space Capability 

• Defence and space cooperation support India’s capability-building. 

• France has shown willingness to engage India in high-technology sectors. 

• Deeper cooperation can strengthen domestic manufacturing, joint development and strategic 

preparedness. 

Economic Security 

• The proposed economic security dialogue marks a shift in the partnership. 

• It expands bilateral cooperation into supply chains, critical technologies, resilient 

manufacturing and trusted partnerships. 

• This is important in a global order marked by geopolitical uncertainty and technological 

competition. 

Therefore, the India-France partnership is increasingly becoming a bridge between strategic 

autonomy, economic security and technology-led development. 

 

e. Concerns and Challenges 

Despite strong political trust, the partnership faces several practical and strategic challenges. 

Modest Bilateral Trade 

• Bilateral trade remains limited compared to India’s trade with other major partners. 

• The challenge is to convert strategic goodwill into stronger commercial outcomes. 

• Trade diversification will require greater private-sector participation and sector-specific 

facilitation. 

Technology Transfer 

• Technology cooperation must ensure genuine capability transfer. 

• India should avoid becoming only a market for advanced technologies. 

• The focus should be on joint research, co-development, skill-building, manufacturing 

partnerships and intellectual property sharing wherever possible. 

Defence Cooperation Challenges 

• High-value defence cooperation may face issues of cost and delivery timelines. 

• Defence purchases must contribute to India’s domestic defence-industrial base. 

• Indigenisation and local manufacturing should remain central priorities. 

AI Governance Concerns 

• Artificial intelligence cooperation must balance innovation with rights. 

• The partnership should address privacy, transparency, algorithmic accountability, bias, cyber 

security and democratic oversight. 

• AI cooperation should not remain limited to technological adoption. 

Strategic Autonomy Concerns 

• Economic security alignment with France and the European Union must be managed 

carefully. 

• India should deepen cooperation with trusted partners without reducing its independent 

foreign policy space. 

• Flexibility in dealing with other powers must be preserved. 
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These concerns underline the need for a balanced approach that combines strategic trust with 

concrete economic and technological outcomes. 

 

f. Way Forward 

India and France should convert roadmap commitments into sector-wise projects with clear timelines 

and measurable outcomes. 

Project-Based Implementation 

• Broad declarations should be converted into specific initiatives. 

• Priority areas should include artificial intelligence, clean energy, space technology, defence 

manufacturing, critical minerals, semiconductors and climate innovation. 

• Outcomes should be regularly reviewed through institutional mechanisms. 

Joint Research and Development 

• Joint research and co-development should be prioritised. 

• Technology transfer should become central to cooperation in defence, space and emerging 

technologies. 

• This will help India move from buyer status to capability-builder status. 

Ethical AI Cooperation 

• AI cooperation should support ethical, transparent and inclusive governance models. 

• India can learn from France and the European Union’s regulatory experience. 

• However, India’s AI framework must remain suited to Indian realities. 

Defence-Industrial Collaboration 

• Defence cooperation should be deepened under Make in India. 

• The focus should be on local manufacturing, supply-chain integration, maintenance 

ecosystems and skill development. 

• Export potential should also be explored. 

Broadening Trade Cooperation 

• Trade must move beyond defence-heavy cooperation. 

• Clean energy, digital public infrastructure, start-ups, urban sustainability, education, 

advanced manufacturing and climate technology can become key growth areas. 

• Greater business-to-business engagement should be encouraged. 

A successful partnership will depend on translating political trust into industrial capability, 

technological depth and measurable economic gains. 

Conclusion 

India-France ties are moving from traditional defence cooperation towards a broader strategic 

partnership in trade, artificial intelligence, innovation, space and economic security. The strength of 

the relationship lies in strategic trust, technological complementarity and shared interest in a 

multipolar world. 

The next challenge is implementation. India must ensure that this partnership produces measurable 

economic gains, genuine technology capability and stronger strategic autonomy. 

If handled well, France can become one of India’s most important partners in building a secure, 

innovative and future-ready economy. 
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Reader’s Note — About This Current Affairs Compilation 

Dear Aspirant, 

This document is part of the PrepAlpine Current Affairs Series — designed to bring clarity, structure, 

and precision to your daily UPSC learning. 

While every effort has been made to balance depth with brevity, please keep the following in mind: 

1. Orientation & Purpose 

This compilation is curated primarily from the UPSC Mains perspective — with emphasis on 

conceptual clarity, analytical depth, and interlinkages across GS papers. 

However, the PrepAlpine team is simultaneously developing a dedicated Prelims-focused Current 

Affairs Series, designed for: 

• factual coverage 

• data recall 

• Prelims-style MCQs 

• objective pattern analysis 

This Prelims Edition will be released separately as a standalone publication. 

2. Content Length 

Some sections may feel shorter or longer depending on topic relevance and news density. 

To fit your personal preference, you may freely resize or summarize sections using any LLM tool 

(ChatGPT, Gemini, Claude, etc.) at your convenience. 

3. Format Flexibility 

The formatting combines: 

• paragraphs 

• lists 

• tables 

• visual cues 

—all optimised for retention. 

If you prefer a specific style (lists → paras, paras → tables, etc.), feel free to convert using any free 

LLM. 

4. Monthly Current Affairs Release 

The complete Monthly Current Affairs Module will be released soon, optimized to a compact 100–150 

pages — comprehensive yet concise, exam-ready, and revision-efficient. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

21 | P a g e  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


