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DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS DATED 17.04.2026 

GS Paper II: Polity 

1. Judicial Delays and Access to Justice in India 

a. Introduction 

The strength of any democracy depends not only on laws but on how effectively those laws are 

enforced. In India, the judiciary plays a central role in protecting rights and ensuring justice. 

However, the reality for many citizens is that the legal process is often slow, complex, and expensive. 

The principle that justice delayed is justice denied is not just a theoretical idea in India—it reflects 

everyday experience. Cases often take years, even decades, to conclude. This raises serious concerns 

about whether the justice system is truly accessible and effective for all. 

 

b. Understanding Judicial Delay 

Meaning and Nature of Delay 

• Judicial delay refers to the excessive time taken by courts to resolve cases. 

• It affects both civil disputes like land or contracts and criminal cases like trials of accused 

persons. 

• Delays occur at all levels—from lower courts to the Supreme Court. 

Impact on Individuals 

• Accused persons may remain in jail for long periods without conviction. 

• Civil cases, especially property disputes, can continue across generations. 

• Litigants face financial burden, mental stress, and frustration. 

 

c. Magnitude of the Problem 

Case Pendency 

• Over 5 crore cases are pending in Indian courts. 

• Majority of these cases are in subordinate courts, which directly deal with common citizens. 
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Undertrial Crisis 

• A large number of prisoners are undertrials (not yet convicted). 

• Many remain jailed longer than the maximum punishment for their alleged offences. 

 

d. Causes of Judicial Delays 

Inadequate Judge Strength 

• India has a low judge-to-population ratio. 

• Fewer judges lead to heavy workload and slow case disposal. 

Culture of Adjournments 

• Frequent postponements are common in courts. 

• Weak enforcement allows misuse of adjournments. 

Procedural Complexity 

• Legal processes involve multiple stages and technical rules. 

• Excessive documentation and formalities prolong cases. 

Infrastructural Constraints 

• Many courts lack adequate buildings, staff, and facilities. 

• Poor infrastructure reduces efficiency. 

Limited Use of Technology 

• Digital tools like e-filing and virtual hearings are not uniformly adopted. 

• Continued dependence on manual systems slows processes. 

Undertrial Detention Issues 

• Delays in investigation and trial prolong detention. 

• Raises concerns about misuse of the criminal justice system. 

High Cost of Litigation 

• Legal services are expensive. 

• Poor quality or limited access to legal aid worsens inequality. 

 

e. Consequences of Judicial Delays 

Violation of Fundamental Rights 

• Article 21 guarantees life and 

personal liberty. 

• Supreme Court has recognised 

the right to speedy trial as part of 

this right. 

Weakening of Rule of Law 

• Delays reduce fear of 

punishment. 

• Citizens lose trust in legal 

institutions. 

Economic Impact 
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• Delayed commercial cases discourage investment. 

• Business uncertainty increases transaction costs. 

Social Inequality 

• Poor and marginalised suffer the most. 

• Justice becomes inaccessible for those who cannot afford long litigation. 

 

f. Structural Concerns in the Judiciary 

Limited Social Diversity 

• Higher judiciary lacks adequate representation of women and marginalised communities. 

• Affects perception of inclusiveness and fairness. 

Centralised Supreme Court 

• Located only in Delhi. 

• Difficult and costly for citizens from distant regions to approach. 

 

g. Reform Imperatives 

Time-Bound Justice 

• Fix timelines for case disposal. 

• Grant bail in cases of prolonged delays. 

Expanding Judicial Capacity 

• Fill vacancies and appoint more judges. 

• Establish more courts. 

Use of Technology 

• Promote e-courts, virtual hearings, and digital records. 

• Improve transparency and speed. 

Strengthening Legal Aid 

• Improve quality of free legal services. 

• Ensure access for weaker sections (Article 39A). 

Regulating Adjournments 

• Impose strict rules and penalties. 

• Prevent unnecessary delays. 

Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR) 

• Use mediation, arbitration, and Lok Adalats. 

• Reduce burden on courts. 

Improving Accessibility 

• Create regional benches of Supreme Court. 

• Expand virtual access. 

Transparency and Accountability 

• Live-stream important cases. 

• Ensure clarity in judicial appointments. 
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h. Way Forward 

Holistic Reform Approach 

• Combine judicial expansion, procedural simplification, and technology. 

Balance Between Speed and Fairness 

• Fast justice should not compromise fairness. 

Independence with Accountability 

• Protect judicial independence. 

• Simultaneously improve transparency and inclusiveness. 

Conclusion 

An efficient judiciary is the backbone of democracy. When justice is delayed or inaccessible, public 

trust weakens and the rule of law suffers. 

As India moves towards becoming a developed nation, reforming the judicial system is essential. True 

progress will not be judged only by economic growth, but by how easily and fairly every citizen can 

access justice. 

 

 

GS Paper II: Current Affairs  

2. Mining and Tribal Rights Conflict in India (Sijimali Bauxite Project, 

Odisha) 

a. Introduction 

India’s economic growth depends significantly on the extraction of natural resources like minerals. 

However, a major challenge arises because these mineral-rich areas are often home to tribal 

communities and covered with dense forests. 

This creates a serious conflict: while the State sees mining as necessary for development, tribal 

communities see land as essential for their survival, culture, and identity. The Sijimali bauxite project 

in Odisha is a clear example of this tension, raising a key question—can development happen without 

harming nature and vulnerable communities? 

 

b. Conceptual Background and Legal Framework 

Key Legal Safeguards 

• Forest Rights Act (2006): Recognises rights of forest-dwelling communities over land and 

resources. 

• PESA Act (1996): Requires Gram Sabha approval for projects in Scheduled Areas. 

• Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA): Ensures environmental consequences are studied 

before approval. 

Gap Between Law and Practice 

• Laws aim to protect tribal rights and environment. 

• However, weak implementation often leads to conflict. 

 

c. Nature of the Conflict 
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Two Opposing Perspectives 

• State and Industry: View land as a resource for economic growth. 

• Tribal Communities: View land as a source of livelihood, culture, and identity. 

Sijimali Case Context 

• Local tribal communities have opposed the bauxite mining project. 

• Concerns include displacement, environmental damage, and cultural loss. 

 

d. Reasons for Tribal Opposition 

Dependence on Forest Livelihoods 

• Forests provide food, water, medicine, and income. 

• Loss of forests directly threatens survival. 

Cultural and Spiritual Significance 

• Land is linked to traditions and beliefs. 

• Disruption affects identity and heritage. 

Environmental Concerns 

• Bauxite hills act as natural water storage systems. 

• Mining can cause water scarcity, soil erosion, and biodiversity loss. 

Past Experience of Displacement 

• Previous projects often led to poor rehabilitation. 

• Creates mistrust towards new mining proposals. 

 

e. Key Concerns in the Sijimali Case 
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Questionable Consent 

• Allegations of manipulated Gram Sabha approvals. 

• Doubts about whether consent was truly informed. 

Suppression of Protest 

• Reports of police action and arrests. 

• Raises concerns about democratic rights. 

Weak Law Enforcement 

• Protective laws exist but are often bypassed. 

• Reduces trust in governance. 

Ecological Sensitivity 

• Eastern Ghats region has rich biodiversity. 

• Mining could cause irreversible damage. 

 

f. Perspective of the State and Industry 

Economic Importance of Mining 

• Bauxite is essential for aluminium production. 

• Aluminium is important for infrastructure, transport, and energy. 

Strategic Importance of Odisha 

• Odisha has large bauxite reserves. 

• Important for national resource security. 

Development Argument 

• Mining generates employment and revenue. 

• Seen as a tool for regional development. 

 

g. The Core Development Dilemma 

Growth vs Sustainability 

• One approach focuses on industrial growth. 

• Another emphasises ecological balance and cultural preservation. 

Procedural vs Real Consent 

• State may treat consent as a formality. 

• Communities demand genuine participation. 

Technical vs Local Perception 

• Environmental impacts seen as manageable by experts. 

• Locals see them as permanent and harmful. 

 

h. Learning from Niyamgiri Case (2013) 

Supreme Court Judgment 

• Recognised Gram Sabha authority in mining decisions. 
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• Protected religious and cultural rights of tribal communities. 

Outcome 

• Gram Sabhas rejected the mining project. 

• Seen as a victory for participatory democracy. 

 

i. Key Analytical Themes 

• Development vs Environment: Balancing economic growth with ecological protection. 

• State vs Community Rights: Authority of government vs rights of local people. 

• Procedural vs Substantive Justice: Following rules vs ensuring fairness in reality. 

• Sustainability of Growth Model: Questioning long-term viability of resource-based 

development. 

 

j. Way Forward 

Ensure Genuine Consent 

• Transparent Gram Sabha processes. 

• Active participation of communities. 

Strengthen Legal Implementation 

• Strict enforcement of FRA and PESA. 

• Avoid treating laws as formalities. 

Promote Sustainable Mining 

• Restrict mining in ecologically sensitive areas. 

• Follow environmental safeguards. 

Improve Rehabilitation Policies 

• Focus on long-term livelihood restoration. 

• Go beyond financial compensation. 

Dialogue-Based Approach 

• Build trust through continuous engagement. 

• Reduce conflict through participation. 

Better Environmental Assessment 

• Consider cumulative regional impact. 

• Avoid isolated project-based evaluation. 

Conclusion 

The mining–tribal rights conflict is not just about land use—it reflects a deeper question about the 

kind of development India wants to pursue. 

A purely extraction-based model may bring short-term gains but can lead to long-term social and 

environmental damage. Therefore, India must move towards a model of inclusive and sustainable 

development, where economic growth aligns with constitutional values, environmental protection, and 

the rights of tribal communities. 
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GS Paper III: Economics  

3. India–US Trade Dispute and Forced Labour Allegations 

a. Introduction 

India and the United States share a deep and expanding economic relationship. However, as with any 

major trade partnership, disagreements are inevitable. Earlier, such disputes focused mainly on 

tariffs and trade deficits. Today, they increasingly involve issues like labour standards, ethics, and 

supply chain transparency. 

The recent allegations by the United States regarding excess production capacity and possible forced 

labour in Indian supply chains reflect this shift. Global trade is no longer just about buying and 

selling goods—it now also involves questions of fairness, legality, and values. 

 

b. Conceptual Background 

Key Economic Concepts 

• Trade Surplus: A situation where a country exports more than it imports. 

• This is a normal outcome of global trade and does not automatically indicate unfair practices. 

Legal Framework in the US 

• The United States uses domestic laws to investigate countries it believes are harming its 

industries. 

• These laws allow unilateral action, sometimes bypassing global institutions like the WTO. 

Forced Labour 

• Refers to work done under coercion, threat, or without freedom of choice. 

• Prohibited under international labour standards (ILO conventions). 

 

c. Nature of the Dispute 

Concerns Raised by the United States 

• India may have excess production capacity, leading to large exports that distort global 

markets. 

• Allegations of forced labour practices within certain supply chains. 

India’s Response 
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• Strong rejection of both allegations. 

• Assertion that its laws and institutions comply with global standards. 

Nature of Disagreement 

• Not just factual, but also interpretational. 

• Reflects differing views on how global trade should be regulated. 

 

d. India’s Position and Arguments 

Domestic Demand-Driven Economy 

• India’s economy is largely driven by internal consumption. 

• Exports form a smaller share compared to many export-led economies. 

Limited Impact on US Trade Deficit 

• India’s share in US imports is relatively small. 

• Therefore, it cannot significantly influence the US trade imbalance. 

Trade Imbalance is Structural 

• Influenced by factors like currency value, savings, and consumption patterns. 

• Not necessarily due to unfair trade practices. 

Compliance with Labour Standards 

• India has ratified key international conventions against forced labour. 

• Domestic laws criminalise such practices. 

 

e. Understanding the United States Perspective 

Protection of Domestic Industry 

• Fear of cheap imports harming local manufacturing. 

• Concern over job losses in industrial sectors. 

Industrial Policy Shift 

• Focus on reviving domestic manufacturing. 

• Reducing dependence on foreign supply chains. 

Supply Chain Ethics and Transparency 

• Increasing emphasis on ethical sourcing. 

• Zero tolerance for forced labour in imports. 

 

f. The Broader Trade Imbalance Debate 

Role of the US Dollar: 

• Global demand for the dollar allows the US to sustain trade deficits. 

Consumption Patterns 

• High consumption in the US leads to higher imports. 

Global Value Chains 

• Production is spread across multiple countries. 
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• Difficult to assign responsibility for trade imbalances to one country. 

 

g. Key Analytical Dimensions 

Free Trade vs Protectionism 

• Global systems promote openness. 

• Nations still use protective measures when needed. 

Multilateralism vs Unilateralism 

• Ideally, disputes should be resolved through WTO. 

• Increasing reliance on domestic laws challenges this system. 

Trade and Labour Linkage 

• Labour standards are becoming central to trade policies. 

• Ethical concerns influence economic decisions. 

 

h. Implications for India 

Opportunities 

• Chance to project itself as a responsible trading partner. 

• Scope to negotiate better trade terms with the US. 

Risks 

• Possibility of tariffs or trade restrictions. 

• Pressure to meet stricter labour and environmental standards. 

 

i. Way Forward 

Strengthening Trade Diplomacy 

• Engage in continuous dialogue with the US. 

• Resolve issues through negotiation. 

Diversifying Export Markets 

• Reduce dependence on any single country. 

• Increase resilience against external shocks. 

Enhancing Supply Chain Transparency 

• Ensure ethical and compliant production processes. 

• Improve global credibility. 

Aligning with Global Standards 

• Upgrade labour and environmental practices. 

• Balance global expectations with domestic needs. 

Using Multilateral Platforms 

• Approach WTO when necessary. 

• Uphold rules-based global trade. 

Conclusion 
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The India–US trade dispute highlights a fundamental shift in global trade—from purely economic 

exchanges to value-driven interactions involving ethics, labour standards, and strategic concerns. 

India’s approach reflects a careful balance between defending its economic interests and aligning with 

global norms. Going forward, success will depend on effective diplomacy, domestic reforms, and the 

ability to adapt to changing global expectations. 
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Reader’s Note — About This Current Affairs Compilation 

Dear Aspirant, 

This document is part of the PrepAlpine Current Affairs Series — designed to bring clarity, structure, 

and precision to your daily UPSC learning. 

While every effort has been made to balance depth with brevity, please keep the following in mind: 

1. Orientation & Purpose 

This compilation is curated primarily from the UPSC Mains perspective — with emphasis on 

conceptual clarity, analytical depth, and interlinkages across GS papers. 

However, the PrepAlpine team is simultaneously developing a dedicated Prelims-focused Current 

Affairs Series, designed for: 

• factual coverage 

• data recall 

• Prelims-style MCQs 

• objective pattern analysis 

This Prelims Edition will be released separately as a standalone publication. 

2. Content Length 

Some sections may feel shorter or longer depending on topic relevance and news density. 

To fit your personal preference, you may freely resize or summarize sections using any LLM tool 

(ChatGPT, Gemini, Claude, etc.) at your convenience. 

3. Format Flexibility 

The formatting combines: 

• paragraphs 

• lists 

• tables 

• visual cues 

—all optimised for retention. 

If you prefer a specific style (lists → paras, paras → tables, etc.), feel free to convert using any free 

LLM. 

4. Monthly Current Affairs Release 

The complete Monthly Current Affairs Module will be released soon, optimized to a compact 100–150 

pages — comprehensive yet concise, exam-ready, and revision-efficient. 
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