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DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS DATED 28.04.2026 

GS Paper II: International Relations  

1. India–New Zealand Free Trade Agreement 

a. Introduction 

The India–New Zealand Free Trade Agreement (FTA) represents an important development in India’s 

evolving trade and economic diplomacy. At a time when global supply chains are being reorganised 

due to geopolitical uncertainty, protectionism, and strategic competition, countries are increasingly 

searching for stable and rules-based economic partnerships. In this context, the agreement seeks to 

strengthen bilateral trade, improve market access, encourage investment flows, and deepen strategic 

engagement between the two countries. 

The agreement is also significant because New Zealand has announced an investment commitment of 

nearly 20 billion dollars over the next fifteen years. Beyond trade liberalisation, the FTA reflects 

India’s broader strategy of integrating with Indo-Pacific economic networks while simultaneously 

protecting sensitive domestic sectors such as dairy and agriculture. 

 

b. Meaning of a Free Trade Agreement 

A Free Trade Agreement is a formal arrangement between two or more countries to reduce or 

eliminate tariffs and other trade barriers. 

The objective is to make trade: 

• Cheaper. 

• Faster. 

• More competitive 

• More predictable. 

Major Components of FTAs 

FTAs generally include provisions related to: 

• Tariff reduction or elimination. 

• Improved market access. 

• Investment facilitation. 

• Simplification of customs procedures. 

• Regulatory cooperation. 

• Services and professional mobility. 
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Importance of FTAs for India 

For India, FTAs are increasingly viewed as instruments for: 

• Export expansion. 

• Manufacturing growth. 

• Global value chain integration. 

• Strategic economic positioning. 

Thus, modern FTAs are not merely trade agreements. They also function as instruments of strategic 

and economic diplomacy. 

 

c. Main Features of the India–New Zealand FTA 

i. Tariff Liberalisation 

The agreement provides for extensive tariff liberalisation and investment cooperation between the two 

countries. 

• Concessions by New Zealand: New Zealand has agreed to provide duty-free access for all 

Indian exports. 

• Concessions by India: India has reduced tariffs on nearly 95 per cent of New Zealand imports. 

ii. Protection of Sensitive Sectors 

Despite broad liberalisation, India has protected several vulnerable domestic sectors. 

Protected Sectors 

• Dairy products. 

• Selected agricultural goods. 

• Gems and jewellery. 

• Defence-related items. 

This reflects India’s approach of combining economic openness with strategic protection of sensitive 

sectors. 

iii. Mobility and Market Access Provisions 

The agreement also includes provisions related to mobility and consumer market access. 

Mobility-Related Features 

• Improved pathways for Indian students and professionals. 

• Educational and skill mobility cooperation. 

• Enhanced people-to-people engagement. 

Agricultural and Consumer Products 

India has also provided preferential access for: 

• New Zealand apples. 

• Kiwifruit. 

• Wine through gradual tariff reduction. 

Thus, the agreement balances trade liberalisation with calibrated domestic protection. 

 

d. Why FTAs are Important for India 

i. Expansion of Export Markets 

India increasingly views FTAs as tools for export-led growth. 
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Benefits 

• Access to larger international markets. 

• Improved export competitiveness. 

• Diversification beyond traditional markets. 

FTAs therefore support India’s ambition to emerge as a major global manufacturing and export 

economy. 

ii. Support for Manufacturing Growth 

FTAs complement programmes such as Make in India by creating external demand for Indian 

products. 

Contribution to Manufacturing 

• Encourages industrial expansion. 

• Promotes integration with global value chains. 

• Increases opportunities for technology-intensive exports. 

iii. Strategic Economic Positioning 

At the geopolitical level, FTAs are increasingly becoming instruments of strategic diplomacy. 

Strategic Relevance 

• Strengthens India’s Indo-Pacific economic presence. 

• Diversifies economic partnerships. 

• Enhances resilience against global trade fragmentation. 

Thus, India’s trade agreements are increasingly linked with broader strategic objectives. 

 

e. Why India Signed the Agreement Now 

i. Changing Global Economic Environment 

The timing of the agreement is closely linked to shifts in the global economy. 

Global Trends 

• Trade fragmentation. 

• Geopolitical competition. 

• Supply chain diversification. 

• Strategic de-risking by economies. 

Countries are increasingly attempting to reduce overdependence on single manufacturing hubs and 

create resilient trade networks. 

ii. India’s Strategic Objectives 

India seeks to position itself as: 

• A reliable manufacturing destination. 

• An alternative supply-chain hub. 

• A major investment market. 

Therefore, the FTA reflects not only commercial interests, but also India’s strategic positioning within 

the Indo-Pacific economic architecture. 

 

f. Goods Market Access Under the Agreement 

i. Benefits for India 
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New Zealand has granted duty-free access to all Indian exports. 

Beneficiary Sectors 

• Textiles. 

• Pharmaceuticals. 

• Engineering goods. 

• Automobile components. 

• Machinery. 

• Ceramics. 

• Carpets. 

Nature of Gains 

Since New Zealand already maintains relatively low average tariff levels, India’s gains are more related 

to: 

• Long-term market certainty. 

• Improved competitiveness. 

• Strategic trade engagement. 

The agreement may also help Indian exporters diversify beyond traditional Western markets. 

ii. Benefits for New Zealand 

India has reduced tariffs on several New Zealand products. 

Beneficiary Products 

• Apples. 

• Kiwifruit. 

• Wine. 

• Seafood. 

• Sheep meat. 

• Wool. 

• Forestry products. 

• Coal. 

This improves New Zealand’s access to India’s large consumer market. 

However, some of these imports have generated concerns among Indian farmers and domestic 

producers. 

 

g. Apple Imports and Concerns of Indian Farmers 

i. Preferential Access for New Zealand Apples 

One of the most debated aspects of the agreement relates to apple imports. 

Meaning of Preferential Access 

Preferential access means imported apples will face lower tariffs, making them relatively cheaper and 

more competitive in the Indian market. 

Initially, this is expected to function through a quota-based system under which limited quantities 

receive reduced duties. 

 

ii. Concerns of Indian Apple Growers 

Indian apple growers, particularly in: 
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• Kashmir. 

• Himachal Pradesh. 

• Uttarakhand. 

have expressed concerns regarding rising import competition. 

Existing Challenges Faced by Farmers 

• High transportation costs. 

• Weak cold-chain infrastructure. 

• Price fluctuations. 

• Inadequate marketing systems. 

Additional Pressure from Imports 

Indian growers are already competing with imports from: 

• Iran. 

• Turkey. 

• United States. 

• European Union. 

Cheaper imports may therefore reduce the competitiveness of domestic horticulture. 

 

h. Why India Protected the Dairy Sector 

i. Dairy as a Sensitive Sector 

New Zealand is one of the world’s leading dairy exporters. India therefore treated dairy as a highly 

sensitive sector and excluded it from broad tariff concessions. 

Reasons for Protection 

• Protection of small dairy farmers. 

• Safeguarding rural livelihoods. 

• Preservation of cooperative dairy structures. 

India’s dairy economy is dominated by millions of small producers, unlike large-scale export-oriented 

dairy systems in countries such as New Zealand. 

Thus, dairy protection is not merely an economic issue, but also a social and political issue linked 

with rural income security. 

 

ii. Continuing Dairy Concerns 

Although dairy products are formally excluded from broad concessions, concerns continue. 

Source of Concern 

The agreement reportedly includes fast-track mechanisms for importing dairy ingredients and inputs 

for: 

• Processing. 

• Manufacturing. 

• Re-export. 

Critics argue that such provisions may gradually create indirect market access for foreign dairy 

supply chains. 

Therefore, the dairy debate remains politically sensitive despite formal exclusions. 
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Alongside goods trade, the agreement also emphasises mobility and educational cooperation. 

 

i. Mobility and Opportunities for Indians 

i. Educational and Professional Mobility 

The agreement promotes improved mobility pathways for Indian students, professionals, and young 

workers. 

Key Provisions 

• Easier educational access. 

• Professional mobility cooperation. 

• Strengthened people-to-people ties. 

ii. Benefits for Indian Students 

Indian students in New Zealand will be allowed to work for up to twenty hours per week. 

Significance 

• Reduces financial burden on students. 

• Encourages educational exchange. 

• Enhances skill mobility and international exposure. 

In the long term, mobility agreements can deepen cultural and strategic cooperation between the two 

countries. 

The economic significance of the agreement is further reinforced through New Zealand’s investment 

commitment. 

 

j. Importance of the 20 Billion Dollar Investment Commitment 

i. Strategic Importance of the Commitment 

New Zealand’s proposed investment commitment is symbolically important because it reflects 

confidence in India’s long-term growth potential. 

Potential Investment Sectors 

• Agriculture. 

• Logistics. 

• Manufacturing. 

• Infrastructure. 

• Innovation. 

• Clean energy. 

ii. Need for Real Implementation 

Experts caution that investment announcements do not automatically translate into actual 

investments. 

Factors Determining Real Outcomes 

• Regulatory stability. 

• Ease of doing business. 

• Investor confidence. 

• Infrastructure quality. 

• Land availability. 

• Project execution capacity. 
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Thus, implementation remains more important than declarations alone. 

Beyond economics, the agreement also carries wider strategic implications for India. 

 

k. Broader Strategic Implications  

i. Diversification of Trade Partnerships 

The agreement reflects India’s attempt to diversify economic engagement beyond traditional partners. 

Strategic Benefits 

• Reduced overdependence on limited markets. 

• Expansion into Indo-Pacific economic networks. 

• Greater resilience in external trade. 

ii. Supply Chain Resilience 

FTAs help India integrate into: 

• Global manufacturing systems. 

• Logistics networks. 

• Export-oriented supply chains. 

This becomes especially important in an era of global supply-chain restructuring. 

iii. Indo-Pacific Economic Strategy 

The agreement strengthens India’s economic role in the Indo-Pacific region. 

Strategic Significance 

• Complements broader Indo-Pacific partnerships. 

• Expands India’s regional economic footprint. 

• Enhances strategic economic cooperation. 

iv. Support for Rules-Based Trade 

At a time of rising global protectionism, the agreement reflects commitment towards: 

• Predictable trade relations. 

• Institutional cooperation. 

• Stable economic engagement. 

However, despite these opportunities, the agreement also involves multiple economic and structural 

challenges. 

 

l. Challenges Associated with the Agreement 

i. Unequal Tariff Structure 

India’s average tariffs are significantly higher than those of New Zealand. 

Implication 

India is required to make relatively larger tariff reductions compared to the concessions it receives. 

ii. Risk to Domestic Farmers 

Agricultural imports may reduce the competitiveness of domestic producers. 

Vulnerable Sectors 
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• Horticulture. 

• Apple growers. 

• Allied agricultural sectors. 

iii. Trade Deficit Concerns 

India must ensure that imports do not rise much faster than exports. 

Otherwise: 

• Trade imbalances may widen. 

• Domestic industries may face pressure. 

iv. Implementation Challenges 

The success of the agreement depends heavily on: 

• Infrastructure quality. 

• Logistics efficiency. 

• Export competitiveness. 

• Ease of doing business. 

v. Non-Tariff Barriers 

Even after tariff reductions, Indian exporters may continue facing: 

• Strict quality standards. 

• Sanitary and phytosanitary measures. 

• Regulatory compliance barriers. 

Therefore, tariff liberalisation alone cannot guarantee export success. 

These challenges highlight the need for a carefully designed implementation strategy. 

 

m. Way Forward 

i. Strengthening Domestic Competitiveness 

India must improve: 

• Logistics systems. 

• Cold-chain infrastructure. 

• Storage facilities. 

• Export infrastructure. 

Special support measures are required for vulnerable sectors such as apple growers, horticulture 

farmers, and dairy cooperatives. 

ii. Promoting Value-Added Exports 

India should focus on expanding exports in: 

• Pharmaceuticals. 

• Engineering goods. 

• Processed products. 

• Technology-intensive manufacturing. 

iii. Monitoring Investment Commitments 

Investment announcements should be monitored carefully to ensure actual implementation. 

Key Requirements 
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• Policy stability. 

• Faster project clearances. 

• Investor-friendly regulatory systems. 

iv. Integrating FTAs with Development Strategy 

FTAs should be aligned with India’s broader developmental objectives. 

Long-Term Goals 

• Manufacturing growth. 

• Employment generation. 

• Technological upgrading. 

• Supply-chain integration. 

Thus, trade liberalisation must support sustainable and inclusive economic growth. 

Conclusion  

The India–New Zealand Free Trade Agreement reflects India’s broader strategy of integrating with 

global trade and investment networks while strengthening its position as an Indo-Pacific economic 

power. The agreement creates opportunities in exports, investment, educational mobility, and 

strategic cooperation. 

At the same time, concerns relating to agriculture, horticulture, dairy protection, and implementation 

remain important. The challenge before India is to ensure that trade liberalisation does not weaken 

domestic economic resilience or rural livelihoods. 

Therefore, the long-term success of the agreement will depend on India’s ability to balance openness 

with strategic protection, improve domestic competitiveness, strengthen export capacity, and integrate 

FTAs within a wider national development strategy. 

 

 

GS Paper III: Security   

2. Regulation of Digital Speech in India: IT Rules, Free Speech and 

Digital Governance 

a. Introduction 

The internet has fundamentally transformed communication, political participation, journalism, and 

public discourse. Social media platforms now function as digital public squares where citizens express 

opinions, access information, organise campaigns, criticise governments, and participate in 

democratic debate. Consequently, the regulation of online speech has emerged as one of the most 

important governance challenges of the twenty-first century. 

Governments across the world are increasingly attempting to regulate misinformation, harmful 

content, cybercrime, hate speech, and platform accountability. In India, this debate is centred around 

the Information Technology Rules framed under the Information Technology Act, 2000. The core 

constitutional challenge lies in balancing freedom of speech, privacy, national security, platform 

responsibility, and state regulation within a democratic framework. 

 

b. Understanding the IT Rules 

Meaning of IT Rules  

The Information Technology Rules are regulations framed under the Information Technology Act, 

2000. They govern digital intermediaries, online content moderation, digital news media, and platform 

accountability. 
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Present Regulatory 

Framework 

The most important framework 

is the Information Technology 

(Intermediary Guidelines and 

Digital Media Ethics Code) 

Rules, 2021. 

These rules create obligations 

regarding:  

• Content removal. 

• Grievance redressal. 

• Compliance 

mechanisms. 

• Cooperation with lawful 

authorities. 

• Regulation of digital 

publishers and online 

intermediaries. 

Thus, the IT Rules represent 

India’s attempt to create a 

regulatory structure for the 

rapidly expanding digital 

ecosystem. 

 

c. Meaning and 

Importance of 

Intermediaries 

Meaning of Intermediaries 

An intermediary is a digital 

platform that hosts, stores, or 

transmits user-generated 

content. 

Examples include: 

• X. 

• Facebook. 

• Instagram. 

• YouTube. 

• WhatsApp. 

• Telegram. 

Why Intermediaries Matter 

These platforms generally do not create most of the content themselves. Instead, users generate and 

share content through them. 

However, because intermediaries now shape political communication, public opinion, journalism, and 

social mobilisation, regulating them directly affects freedom of expression in the digital age. 

Digital intermediaries therefore occupy a unique position between private technology companies and 

democratic public spaces. 

This makes the question of intermediary liability central to India’s digital governance framework. 
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d. Safe Harbour Protection under Section 79 

Meaning of Safe Harbour 

Safe harbour protection under Section 79 of the Information Technology Act means that 

intermediaries are generally not legally liable for every post uploaded by users, provided they comply 

with prescribed legal obligations. 

Why Safe Harbour is Necessary 

Modern digital platforms host enormous volumes of user-generated content every second. Without 

safe harbour protection, platforms could face constant litigation and legal risk for user behaviour. 

Importance for Free Speech 

Without safe harbour, companies may remove large quantities of lawful content simply to avoid 

liability. 

This may lead to: 

• Excessive censorship. 

• Suppression of lawful criticism. 

• Weakening of open internet architecture. 

• Reduction in democratic debate. 

Thus, safe harbour supports innovation, digital entrepreneurship, and constitutional free speech. 

However, governments increasingly argue that safe harbour must be accompanied by stronger 

platform accountability. 

 

e. Why Governments Seek Greater Digital Regulation 

i. Concerns Behind Regulation 

Governments argue that digital platforms can facilitate several harms. 

Major Digital Harms 

• Misinformation. 

• Hate speech. 

• Extremist propaganda. 

• Cybercrime. 

• Financial fraud. 

• Social unrest. 

• Election manipulation. 

Viral content can influence elections, trigger violence, manipulate public opinion, or threaten national 

security. 

ii. Objectives of Regulation 

Digital regulation generally seeks to: 

• Prevent misinformation. 

• Protect national security. 

• Maintain public order. 

• Safeguard users from abuse. 

• Ensure platform accountability. 

However, such regulation also raises concerns regarding censorship, surveillance, and concentration 

of state power. 
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f. Constitutional Dimensions of Digital Speech 

i. Article 19(1)(a): Freedom of Speech and Expression 

Article 19(1)(a) guarantees freedom of speech and expression. 

Scope in the Digital Age 

This protection extends to: 

• Online speech. 

• Digital journalism. 

• Satire. 

• Political criticism. 

• Artistic expression. 

• Democratic debate on social media. 

In the digital age, social media has become a major medium through which constitutional free speech 

is exercised. 

ii. Article 19(2): Reasonable Restrictions 

Freedom of speech is not absolute. Article 19(2) allows the state to impose reasonable restrictions. 

Grounds of Restriction 

• Sovereignty and integrity of India. 

• Security of the State. 

• Public order. 

• Decency and morality. 

• Defamation. 

• Incitement to an offence. 

The constitutional challenge lies in ensuring that restrictions remain reasonable, proportionate, and 

legally justified rather than arbitrary or excessive. 

iii. Article 21 and the Right to Privacy 

Article 21 protects life and personal liberty. The Supreme Court has interpreted this provision to 

include the right to privacy. 

Relevance to Digital Governance 

Modern platforms collect extensive personal data such as: 

• Browsing patterns. 

• Communication records. 

• Location information. 

• Behavioural preferences. 

• Social interactions. 

Excessive surveillance, data retention, or intrusive monitoring can threaten personal liberty, 

autonomy, and democratic freedom. 

Therefore, regulation of digital speech must also protect informational privacy. 

The constitutional framework has been further clarified through landmark Supreme Court judgments. 

 

g. Important Supreme Court Judgments 

i. Shreya Singhal v. Union of India (2015) 

This is the most important judgment concerning online free speech in India. 
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Background 

The Supreme Court struck down Section 66A of the Information Technology Act because it used vague 

and subjective terms such as “offensive,” “annoying,” and “inconvenient.” 

Constitutional Principle 

The Court held that vague restrictions on speech violate Article 19(1)(a), as they enable arbitrary 

arrests and suppression of legitimate expression. 

Importance 

The judgment established that content removal should generally occur through: 

• Court orders. 

• Legally valid government notifications. 

It became a landmark defence of digital free speech in India. 

 

ii. Justice K.S. Puttaswamy v. Union of India (2017) 

In the Puttaswamy judgment, the Supreme Court recognised privacy as a fundamental right under 

Article 21. 

Key Principle 

Any state action involving surveillance, monitoring, or data retention must satisfy the tests of: 

• Legality. 

• Necessity. 

• Proportionality. 

• Procedural safeguards. 

This judgment provides the constitutional foundation for privacy-based limits on digital governance. 

 

h. Content Moderation and the Chilling Effect 

i. Understanding Content Moderation 

Content moderation refers to the process through which online platforms remove, restrict, flag, 

demote, or prioritise content. 

Purposes of Moderation 

Platforms moderate content to: 

• Remove illegal material. 

• Comply with legal requirements. 

• Reduce harmful online behaviour. 

• Protect users from abuse. 

ii. Risks of Excessive Moderation 

If laws are vague or penalties are severe, platforms may adopt a “remove first, question later” 

approach. 

Democratic Concerns 

This may lead to: 

• Suppression of lawful speech. 

• Discouragement of criticism. 

• Weakening of public debate. 
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• Over-compliance by private platforms. 

iii. The Chilling Effect 

A chilling effect occurs when individuals technically possess the legal right to speak but avoid 

expressing themselves due to fear of punishment, surveillance, legal action, or harassment. 

Why It Is Dangerous 

The chilling effect weakens: 

• Investigative journalism. 

• Political criticism. 

• Activism. 

• Citizen participation. 

Digital governance frameworks must therefore avoid creating fear-based self-censorship. 

The danger of chilling effects becomes greater when executive power over online content lacks 

adequate checks. 

 

i. Executive Overreach and Transparency 

i. Executive Overreach in Digital Governance 

Executive overreach occurs when the executive branch acquires excessively broad powers without 

adequate safeguards. 

Digital Context 

Concerns arise when online speech is affected through: 

• Vague directives. 

• Informal takedown requests. 

• Unclear regulatory powers. 

• Weak procedural safeguards. 

Since digital platforms increasingly influence democratic discourse, unchecked executive control over 

online speech can undermine constitutional balance and rule of law. 

 

ii. Importance of Transparency 

Transparency is central to democratic digital governance. 

Need for Transparency 

Citizens should know: 

• Why content was removed. 

• Who ordered its removal. 

• Under which legal provision action was taken. 

• Whether users had an opportunity to appeal. 

Transparency Mechanisms 

Governments and platforms should publish: 

• Transparency reports. 

• Moderation policies. 

• Takedown statistics. 

• Grievance redressal data. 
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Transparency prevents arbitrary censorship and strengthens democratic legitimacy. 

However, transparency alone cannot solve all challenges because digital regulation faces structural 

and technological difficulties. 

 

j. Challenges in Regulating Digital Speech 

i. Rapid Technological Change 

Technology evolves faster than legal systems. 

Emerging Challenges 

• Artificial intelligence-generated content. 

• Deepfakes. 

• Algorithmic manipulation. 

• Automated propaganda. 

• Synthetic misinformation. 

Laws often struggle to adapt to these rapidly changing realities. 

ii. Global Nature of Platforms 

Digital platforms operate across national boundaries. 

Problem 

Content hosted in one country may affect users in another, creating jurisdictional difficulties for 

regulation and enforcement. 

iii. Balancing Security and Liberty 

States must address harmful content and cyber threats while protecting democratic freedoms. 

Dual Risk 

• Excessive regulation may undermine rights. 

• Weak regulation may allow serious social harm. 

This balance is the central challenge of digital governance. 

iv. Defining Harmful Content 

Terms such as fake news, harmful speech, or offensive content can be subjective. 

Risk 

Broad or vague definitions may enable misuse and arbitrary censorship. 

v. Concentration of Platform Power 

Large technology companies possess enormous influence over: 

• Algorithms. 

• Visibility of content. 

• Information flows. 

• Public opinion. 

Thus, digital governance concerns both state power and private corporate power. 

vi. Data Security Risks 

Large-scale data retention creates risks of: 

• Hacking. 
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• Misuse. 

• Surveillance. 

• Privacy violations. 

Therefore, data governance and digital speech regulation are deeply interconnected. 

These challenges explain why different countries have adopted different models of digital regulation. 

 

k. International Approaches to Digital Regulation 

European Union Model 

The European Union places strong emphasis on: 

• Privacy protection. 

• Platform accountability. 

• Regulatory compliance. 

• User rights. 

United States Model 

The United States generally prioritises: 

• Strong free speech protection. 

• Limited government interference. 

• Broad protection for expression. 

Chinese Model 

China follows a highly centralised model based on: 

• Extensive state control. 

• Strict censorship. 

• Strong monitoring of digital platforms. 

India’s Middle Path 

India seeks a middle path that attempts to balance: 

• Constitutional freedoms. 

• National sovereignty. 

• Platform accountability. 

• Regulatory oversight. 

• Public order and security. 

India’s challenge is to build a model that is both constitutionally democratic and administratively 

effective. 

 

l. Way Forward for India 

i. Ensure Constitutional Consistency 

India must ensure that digital regulations remain consistent with Articles 19 and 21. 

Key Requirement 

Regulation must follow Supreme Court principles on: 

• Free speech. 

• Privacy. 

• Proportionality. 
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• Procedural safeguards. 

ii. Use Clear Legal Standards 

Legal standards should be precise and understandable. 

Importance 

Citizens and platforms must know: 

• What conduct is prohibited. 

• Why regulatory action is being taken. 

• What remedies are available. 

iii. Strengthen Judicial Oversight 

Content restrictions should involve independent scrutiny. 

Benefits 

• Prevents arbitrary censorship. 

• Protects lawful dissent. 

• Ensures procedural fairness. 

iv. Expand Transparency Mechanisms 

India should strengthen transparency through publication of: 

• Takedown requests. 

• Moderation practices. 

• Compliance reports. 

• Appeal outcomes. 

v. Protect Privacy 

Privacy safeguards must follow principles of: 

• Legality. 

• Necessity. 

• Proportionality. 

• Accountability. 

vi. Promote Digital Literacy 

Digital literacy must become a policy priority. 

Areas of Awareness 

• Misinformation detection. 

• Cyber ethics. 

• Online safety. 

• Responsible digital participation. 

A rights-based and literacy-driven approach can make regulation more democratic and less coercive. 

Conclusion 

Regulation of digital speech has become one of the defining governance challenges of the digital era. 

Governments require mechanisms to address misinformation, cyber threats, hate speech, financial 

fraud, and unlawful online activity. At the same time, democratic systems must preserve 

constitutional freedoms, privacy, dissent, and open public debate. 

India’s long-term challenge lies in constructing a balanced digital governance framework that ensures 

accountability without undermining free speech, democratic participation, and the openness of the 

digital public sphere. 
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Therefore, the future of digital democracy in India will depend on maintaining a constitutional balance 

between liberty and regulation, security and privacy, and platform accountability and citizen rights. 
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Reader’s Note — About This Current Affairs Compilation 

Dear Aspirant, 

This document is part of the PrepAlpine Current Affairs Series — designed to bring clarity, structure, 

and precision to your daily UPSC learning. 

While every effort has been made to balance depth with brevity, please keep the following in mind: 

1. Orientation & Purpose 

This compilation is curated primarily from the UPSC Mains perspective — with emphasis on 

conceptual clarity, analytical depth, and interlinkages across GS papers. 

However, the PrepAlpine team is simultaneously developing a dedicated Prelims-focused Current 

Affairs Series, designed for: 

• factual coverage 

• data recall 

• Prelims-style MCQs 

• objective pattern analysis 

This Prelims Edition will be released separately as a standalone publication. 

2. Content Length 

Some sections may feel shorter or longer depending on topic relevance and news density. 

To fit your personal preference, you may freely resize or summarize sections using any LLM tool 

(ChatGPT, Gemini, Claude, etc.) at your convenience. 

3. Format Flexibility 

The formatting combines: 

• paragraphs 

• lists 

• tables 

• visual cues 

—all optimised for retention. 

If you prefer a specific style (lists → paras, paras → tables, etc.), feel free to convert using any free 

LLM. 

4. Monthly Current Affairs Release 

The complete Monthly Current Affairs Module will be released soon, optimized to a compact 100–150 

pages — comprehensive yet concise, exam-ready, and revision-efficient. 
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